
I would say to these brethren, they will 
meet with enemies on every hand who 
will oppose and persecute them, malign 
their characters, and say all manner of evil 
about them, and who will try to overturn 
the principles they advocate, unless there is 
a very great change in the world since the 
time that I used to preach among them. 
At the same time they will find many very 
good people, who will bless them, feed and 
clothe them, and take care of them. And 
the Lord is over all, He watches over His 
people, and if these brethren will continue 
to trust in God, as they now evince a de-
sire to do, His Spirit will rest upon them, 
enlighten their minds, enlarge their capaci-
ties, and give to them wisdom and intel-
ligence in time of need. They need not be 
under any apprehension with regard to 
the wisdom of the world, for there is no 
wisdom in the world equal to that which 
the Lord gives to His Saints; and as long 
as these brethren keep from evil, live their 
religion, and cleave to the Lord by keep-
ing His commandments, there is no fear as 
to the results; and this will apply to all the 
Saints as well as to these brethren.

I would say, however, to those going 
on missions, that they should study the 
Bible, Book of Mormon, Book of Doctrine 
and Covenants, and all our works, that 
they may become acquainted with the 
principles of our faith. I would also say 
to other young men who are not now go-
ing on missions, but who will probably 
have to go at some time in the future, 
that these things are of more importance 
to them than they realize at the present 
time. We ought to be built up and forti-
fied by the truth, we ought to become 
acquainted with the principles, doctrines, 
and ordinances pertaining to the Church 
and Kingdom of God. We are told, in 
the Book of Doctrine and Covenants,

to search after wisdom as we would for 
hidden treasures, both by study and by 
faith, to become acquainted with the histo-
ry and laws of the nation we live in, and of 
the nations of the earth. I know that when 
young men are working around here, going 
to the canyon, working on the farm, going 
to the theater, and so on, their minds are 
not much occupied with these things, but 
when they are called upon to take a part in 
the drama themselves many of them will 
wish they had paid more attention to the 
instructions they have received, and had 
made themselves more familiar with the 
Bible, Book of Mormon, and the Book of 
Doctrine and Covenants.

These missionaries are now going 
to school to teach others, and in teach-
ing others they themselves will be in-
structed, and when they rise to speak in 
the name of Israel’s God, if they live in 
purity and holiness and before Him, He 
will give them words and ideas of which 
they never dreamed before. I have trav-
eled hundreds and thousands of miles 
to preach this gospel among all grades 
and conditions of men, and there is one 
thing that always gave me satisfaction—I 
never yet found a man in any part of the 
world who could overturn one principle 
that has been communicated to us; they 
will attempt it, but error is a very singu-
lar weapon with which to combat truth; 
it never can vanquish it. When men go 
forth in the name of Israel’s God there is 
no power on earth that can overturn the 
truths they advocate. Men may misrepre-
sent and calumniate them, they may cir-
culate false reports, for as a general thing 
men love lies better than truth, but when 
men go forth possessing the truths of 
the everlasting gospel which God has re-
vealed, they have a treasure within them 
that the world knows nothing about; they
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