
have the light of revelation, the fire of the
Holy Ghost, and the power of the priest-
hood within them—a power that they
know very little about even themselves,
which, like a wellspring of life, is rising,
bursting, bubbling, and spreading its exhil-
arating streams around. Why, says the
Lord, with you I will confound the nations
of the earth, with you I will overturn their
kingdoms.

Who are these young men, these very
weak instruments? They are men who hold
the holy Priesthood of the Son of God after
the order of Melchizedek. From whom did
they receive it? They received it through
the medium of the Holy Priesthood, which
has been revealed to Joseph Smith and oth-
ers in these last days. They say they are
weak. Let us ask who is strong? Who can
boast of anything? Who among you, ye El-
ders of Israel, can boast of any knowledge
or intelligence? Why we know nothing
about the principles of truth, only what
God has revealed. How do I know any-
thing about baptism for the remission of
sins even, and the laying on of hands for
the reception of the Holy Ghost? Why, the
Lord revealed it; if He had not I should
have known nothing about it, neither
would Joseph Smith, President Young, br.
Kimball, nor anybody else—all our knowl-
edge comes from God. If we know any-
thing about who we are and where we
came from, or about our relationship to
our Heavenly Father, how do we know it?
It would be no use arguing on the point,
for all would be obliged to come to the con-
clusion that He had revealed it. If He had
not we should still have been in ignorance.
Who knows anything about endowments,
anointings, blessings, or promises pertain-
ing to the future, unless revealed from 
God? The schools of the world know no-

thing about these things, and for all we
know we are indebted to God, and if He
had not revealed them to us we should
have been as ignorant as they are.

These young men are just like the rest of
us—they have received the spirit of life,
light, and intelligence—the gift of the
Holy Ghost—and they are the messengers
of the Great Jehovah, whom He has se-
lected, set apart, and ordained to go and
proclaim His will to the nations of the
earth. They go not in their own name or
strength, but in the name, strength, and
power of Israel’s God. That is their posi-
tion, and if they cleave to God and mag-
nify their callings, adhere to the principles
of truth, and shun temptation and corrup-
tion of every kind, the power of God will
be with them, and God shall open their
mouths, and enable them to confound the
wisdom of the wise, and they will say
things that will astonish themselves and
those who listen to them.

I would say to these brethren—let it be
your study to fulfil your mission. Never
mind the world, never mind the dollars
and cents, the pounds, shillings, and pence.
You cleave to God, live your religion, mag-
nify your callings, humble yourselves be-
fore God, call upon Him in secret, and He
will open your path before you, and you
shall have food and clothing, and your
every want will be supplied, and you will
be able to accomplish a good work and re-
turn to Zion in peace and safety. These are
my feelings.

We talk sometimes about going with-
out purse and scrip. I have traveled hun-
dreds and thousands of miles that way,
and if I were going on a mission I would
rather go trusting in God than in the 
President of the United States, the Queen
of England, the Emperor of France,
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