
here, where almost every man is under the
necessity of raising his own food, they have
to learn the method of doing so.

President Kimball has been urging us
strongly to store our bins with wheat and
flour. This may sound like strange counsel
to those who, during most of their lives,
have been in the habit of receiving their
wages every Saturday, and, then, without
further care, laying in their week’s provi-
sions. But in this country, where we are li-
able to seasons of scarcity, it is requisite to
prepare for such emergencies; hence the
counsel to store up food is frequently
given, and is absolutely necessary. Yet, as a
people, we are apt to neglect it, for the sun
rises and sets, the seasons come and go
with unfailing regularity, and we expect
that every year will bring plenty; yet we
have had years of scarcity, and may have
again, and we are not safe unless we pro-
vide against them, and be prepared for a
day of hunger. Hence, in this respect and
in many others, the Latter-day Saints have
many things to learn.

Many men do not know how to be
comfortable in their families; they are cross
and crabbed with their wives, and think it
is necessary to scold and find fault with al-
most everything they do. Now, you can do
a good deal more with a person without
finding fault than with; the man that is
pleasant with, and never says a cross word
to his family, governs them the best, as a
general thing. Women, too, who talk pleas-
ant and comforting words to their hus-
bands, and never find fault, always have the
most influence with them. And yet we find
men and women who, in their family rela-
tions, seem to think that the rod and a dis-
position to be cross and crabbed, to scold,
and find fault, and threaten, is the best 
policy, whereas the right policy is directly

opposite. We should overcome with love
and affection, guide with kindness, and
teach and instruct by good example and
self government, for the man who can gov-
ern his own temper, rule his own passions,
and regulate his own conduct, will have
more influence over others ten thousand
times than he will who is feared and
dreaded, and consequently hated. The
question arises in the world—“How is it
that Brigham Young can control so easily
so many Latter-day Saints?” And “How
was it that Joseph Smith could send his
brethren all over the world, and bring so
many people together, without ever seeing
them?” It is by the power of that magic
which wins hearts; by the power of those
eternal principles of salvation which exist
in God and in his faithful servants. Every
man knows that in Brigham Young he has
a friend and a father, and that when he
counsels, instructs, corrects, or reproves, it
is with the spirit of a father to his chil-
dren—he corrects them for their own
good; hence every person fears to do wrong
and desires to do right, and, so far as this
principle extends, Israel is governed by love
and charity, by that strong bond of eternal
truth which will make peace throughout
the earth.

How are the nations of the earth gov-
erned? Generally through fear or self-inter-
est. What is it that props the French Em-
pire? A million of bayonets. What holds
the autocrats of Europe on their thrones?
The fear of death, for if any attempt be
made to overthrow them death would be
the inevitable doom of the conspirators. Is
that the principle by which governments
can stand? No; the only principles by
which they can be permanently sustained
is the love of truth, honor, and integrity,
and these virtues should be honored 
and observed by the sovereign more
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