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one another, sustain the household of faith,
and let our enemies alone. As for those in
our midst who love and work iniquity,
the Lord will gather them from among
us in His own due time. They will grow
fewer and fewer until we will be free from
them. The Lord chasteneth His people for
their good, but see the sufferings of the
wicked! God has always favored the righ-
teous more than the wicked. Still, we have
those among us who are afraid. “Well, this
time we are going to see trouble,” or “we
are going to be afflicted,” or “I think the
Mormons will have to leave,” is their cry. I
want to tell you we are not going to leave
these mountains unless the Lord says so.
The devil may say so until his throat splits,
but we shall not do it; and woe to the men
or people who drive us into the mountains,
and compel us to hide ourselves in the dens
and caves of the earth! Woe to the people
who do this; they will find something they
never learned yet; but they will never do
it. I am looking for something entirely dif-
ferent. The wicked will waste away and
destroy each other.

We are blamed for praying that sin
and wickedness may cease on the earth,
but the only way to effect that is for the
perpetration of crime to cease. Will the
people turn from evil, refrain from sin
and iniquity, and serve the Lord? I would
to God they would, but they will not do
it. Sin must cease on the earth before in-
iquity and the workers thereof are un-
known, there is no other way. We should
not be blamed for praying that righ-
teousness may reign, and that peace may
come to the people. Is there war in our
religion? Noj; neither war nor bloodshed.
Yet our enemies cry out, “Bloodshed,”
and “Oh, what dreadful men these

Mormons are, and those Danites! How
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they slay and kill!” Such is all nonsense and
folly in the extreme. The wicked slay the
wicked, and they will lay it on the Saints.
But I say again that if the people called
Latter-day Saints will live their religion
they will never be driven from their homes
in the mountains, but if they do sin to that
extent that the Lord God of heaven will let
them be driven, woe to them that come af-
ter us, for they will find greater desolation
than we found when we came. If we will
do right we are safe in the hands of God.
We wish evil to no man or woman on this
earth, but we wish to do good to all. Our
Elders have circumscribed this little globe
again and again without purse and scrip,
offering the gospel to the nations of the
earth. Will they have it? No; they prefer
death, carnage, and destruction, and in the
end they will receive the reward of the un-
just. Let us take a course in which we shall
be justified. We wish all people to do right,
and if the Latter-day Saints will do so, and
will sustain themselves and live within
their own means, and never let their wants
swell beyond them, all is right, we shall
reign, and triumph over sin and iniquity. It
is no more than reasonable, right, just, and
equitable for us to ask those who wish to
supplant us here to go to other places and
build cities, plant orchards, raise grain, and
make themselves comfortable, as we have
done. They are perfectly welcome to eat,
live, rule, and reign over one another, but
let us alone to serve our God, build up His
Kingdom on the earth, and live righteously
and godly as we should.

Now, Elders of Israel, if you have the right
to chew tobacco, you have a privilege I have
not; if you have a right to drink whiskey, you
have a right that I have not; if you have a
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