
haps, to the antipodes of others, yet in the 
proclamation of the principles of the gos-
pel I do not expect there will be any varia-
tion. They will go north, south, east, and 
west, and they will all take up the scrip-
tures of truth contained in the Bible, Book 
of Mormon, and Book of Doctrine and 
Covenants, and each one will corroborate 
the testimony of the other in establishing 
the truth of the gospel of the Son of God, 
and all will exactly agree. Yet, when we 
are gathered together, there are as many 
minds as there are persons in regard to the 
affairs of everyday life and the managing 
of financial affairs. Now, the people of 
God are being gathered together expressly 
to become one with regard to the things of 
this world.

I would like to be understood, if I 
could explain myself. We never shall be-
come one to that extent that we shall look 
alike or possess precisely the same mental 
power and ability; this is not the design of 
Heaven. But we expect to become one in 
all our operations to bring forth the full-
ness of the Kingdom of God on the earth, 
that Jesus may come and reign King of na-
tions as He does King of Saints. Shall we 
call this a union for political purposes? I 
say it is good policy for people to be of one 
heart and mind in all their operations. I 
have frequently looked at the inhabitants 
of the earth and seen how their feelings, 
dispositions, and pursuits differ; no two, 
scarcely, can agree. If two men enter into 
partnership, say in the banking business,  
or in mercantile business or manufactur-
ing, it is very seldom that they agree a 
great while. Their minds will run in differ-
ent channels with regard to business mat-
ters, and one will not be trammeled with 
the ideas of the other, so each resolves to 
take his own course. If you wish for a per-

fect example of this, I can tell you where 
to find it: just as quick as warm weather 
comes you see these little red and black 
ants on the hills. You will see them run-
ning in every direction, but it is seldom 
that two of them take the same course; 
they will run against each other, tumble 
over each other, and, finally, rob each oth-
er. This is a perfect example of the course 
pursued by the inhabitants of the earth.

I would say that it is good policy if we 
can be agreed in all matters. To illustrate, 
suppose we want to go and quarry rock out 
of the granite mountain here; we are build-
ing a huge fabric and we want some col-
umns, say sixty feet high, five, six, seven, or 
eight feet through at the base, and perhaps 
four or five feet through at the top. Let one 
man undertake such a work, and how long 
would it take him? But let us be united in 
the undertaking, and we can soon have our 
columns quarried, hauled, and erected. 
Suppose there was a union of effort in ev-
ery political and financial matter undertak-
en for the benefit of the whole people, who 
cannot see the good that would result? We 
have tried this to some extent in relation to 
our markets here; but suppose we were ful-
ly agreed on the point, we could demand 
a fair price for our products, and we need 
not be imposed upon by traders and traf-
fickers. If we were agreed, we could supply 
ourselves from distant markets, say with 
our clothing, at a far less cost than now. 
Suppose, as was said at Conference, that 
we dispense with the luxuries of tobacco, 
tea, coffee, and whiskey, how much could 
we save? If we had the money on hand that 
we have spent on these needless articles 
during the year that is past, we should have 
abundance to donate to the missionaries to 
land them in their fields of labor.
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