
The people, perhaps, will turn round
and say—“We pay our tithing, and that is
all we feel to do.” If you do, you do more
than the people did some years ago. At that
time we found that in the staple article of
wheat, of which there is more paid on
tithing than anything else in the Territory,
that we did not receive one bushel in a
hundred of that which was raised, to say
nothing one in ten. The people are not
compelled to pay their tithing, they do as
they please about it, it is urged upon them
only as a matter of duty between them and
their God. This little moiety that is now
paid on tithing is used to bring the poor
here, to find them houses to live in, bread
to eat, and wood to burn, when we can get
the brethren to bring it in on tithing, but
that is an article pretty hard to get. Now,
suppose we had a little more of this surplus
on hand, could we not help the brethren
on their way to preach the gospel to the na-
tions? Yes, we could. Some of them will
leave families that will probably be desti-
tute, and if we had means on hand we
could donate to help them, and to prevent
them from running continually to the
Bishops. The Bishops have nothing in their
hands, the tithing is used up, it has gone to
sustain the poor, the Priesthood, and the
Public Works. Yet when they go to a
Bishop he has to look round to procure
them a house, some wood, or some wheat
or flour on tithing. But suppose we had the
money on hand that we have spent on
these useless articles which have been re-
ferred to the case would be different. When
I begin to talk about these things I see so
much that I can tell but very little. To see
the slackness, slothfulness, and neglect 
of duty in taking care of the things which
God gives to us. We may say we have
abundance—more than we need—but

will we give it to those who need it? No,
but it is wasted in buying articles for which
there is no real need. The people here seem
to be perfectly lost, and cannot imagine
what they do want. They are not clogged
with every luxury, to be sure; they are not
over surfeited with riches, for they are not
rich; but they are comfortable, and they
spend their substance for naught, for that
which neither enriches the soul nor builds
up the Kingdom of God.

How is it with you, my brethren and sis-
ters? Can you call to mind any circum-
stances that have transpired in the midst of
this people that could have been avoided,
and that should put you on your guard?
Yes, plenty of them, if you will only reflect.
I asked one man, for instance, how he
lived. “Oh,” said he, “I hardly know how;
I can hardly sustain my family.” “How
many have you in family?” “Eight of us.”
“And what do you have a day?” “Three dol-
lars.” Perhaps here is another man who gets
five dollar a day, and he is poor; and an-
other one who has a hundred cattle run-
ning on the prairie, and he is living on a
dirt floor; he is not able to buy a few
boards to make a floor. Go through the
country and you will see numbers living,
year after year, on dirt floors, and unable to
procure a little sand and lime to plaster the
walls of their dwellings, and at the same
time, perhaps, they have hundreds and
hundreds of animals running on the
prairie. What economy!

You recollect that I asked a few ques-
tions at Conference as to the amount
paid out last year for those needless arti-
cles—tea, coffee, &c. Will one hundred
thousand dollars pay for the tobacco that
the Elders of Israel chewed and spit out?
It will not, and the tea that was drunk will
perhaps cost a hundred thousand more,
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