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our hearts. How often, in looking over the
congregations of the Saints, I can pick out
a man here and a woman there guilty of
these things. Here, probably, is a brother
who has been a deacon in the Baptist or
Presbyterian church for thirty or forty
years, and was just as good a man as there
was in the world, but gather him home
with the Saints, and though his whole
judgment is convinced that the gospel is
true, and he believes it with all his heart,
yet he will deceive and lie a little and take
that which is not his own. “Did you ever
know those who have been deacons in the
sectarian churches guilty of such things?”
Yes, many of them, who have been con-
sidered flaming lights there, yet, when they
gathered with the Saints, according to the
words of the prophets, they have spued out
the iniquity that was in them, and revealed
the secrets of their hearts to their neighbors.
If John should drop his axe in the canyon,
and Benjamin should come along, although
he had been a preacher, he would pick up
that axe and keep it. I have seen many such
things. Such practices, if not repented of
and forsaken, will canker the very souls of
those who are guilty, and will deprive them
of the glory that will be enjoyed by honest
and virtuous men and women.

When Jesus was preaching on these prin-
ciples, and showing how strict and pure in
their lives they must be who are counted
worthy to be brought into the presence of the
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Father and the Son, be crowned with
crowns of glory, immortality, and eternal
life, and become Gods, even the Sons of
God, I do not wonder that His disciples
cried out, “Who, then, can be saved?” Said
Jesus, “Strait is the gate, and narrow is the
way, that leads to the lives to come, and
few there be that find it.” This is the ren-
dering in the new translation. As Jesus said
to the disciples so I say to the Latter-day
Saints—“Strait is the gate, and narrow is
the way, that leads to the lives to come,
and few there be that find it.” I know
you might turn round and say: “Brother
Brigham, do you expect to find it?” I ex-
pect to try; and when I get through I ex-
pect the Lord to do what He pleases with
me. I have not asked where He is going to
place me, nor what He will do with me,
nor anything about my crown or mansion.
I only ask God, my Father, in the name of
Jesus, to help me to live my religion, and
to give me ability to save my fellow beings
from the corruptions of the world, to fill
them with the peace of God, and to pre-
pare them for a better kingdom than this.
That is all I have inquired about. What the
Lord will do with me, or where He will
place me, I do not know, neither do I care.
I serve, and have implicit confidence in
Him, and I am perfectly satisfied that we
will all receive all we are worthy of. May
the Lord help us to live so that we may be
worthy of a place in His presence. Amen.
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