
through which they are called to pass, and
they will see truth as they never saw it be-
fore. Hence, there is a constant necessity
for the elders to go forth and proclaim the
gospel among the nations of the earth.

We are living in a very eventful period;
the events now transpiring in the nations
have been predicted to us years and years
ago. We were almost as familiar with them
before they came to pass as we are now.
Scarcely an event has befallen our nation
but what we had an intimation of long be-
fore it transpired. I recollect very well that
in the fall of 1860, while going to England,
we were invited at Omaha to preach the
gospel to the people of that city. A good
many of the leading citizens procured the
Courthouse for us, and br. Pratt preached.
By request, I read the revelation given
through Joseph Smith, on the 25th of De-
cember, 1832, respecting the secession of
the Southern States. It created a great sen-
sation, the election of Abraham Lincoln
having just been consummated, and it
being well known that there was a great
deal of feeling in the South in relation to it.
A great many persons came forward and ex-
amined the book from which the revelation
was read to see the date, to satisfy them-
selves that it was not a thing of recent man-
ufacture. The revelation was in the Pearl of
Great Price, which was published 1851.
And when the people saw this they were
struck with surprise, and were more espe-
cially impressed when, in the course of a few
hours afterwards, the news reached Omaha
that South Carolina had passed the Ordi-
nance of Secession. There was a direct con-
firmation of the words of the Prophet
Joseph spoken twenty-eight years previously.
But who in that congregation were prepared
to receive that prediction as one that

had emanated from Heaven? We under-
stood and were prepared for it. It made no
difference to us whether South Carolina
had then seceded, or whether secession had
been deferred for years, we knew that the
words of God must be fulfilled, and that
the words which He had spoken by the
mouth of His servant would come to pass.

There are a great many who have been
stirred up to reflection by recent events,
which have been mapped out, as it were,
before the Saints of God through the spirit
of inspiration and prophecy, which our
Heavenly Father has poured out upon His
servants and people; and if we continue to
be diligent, humble, and faithful, there
never will be a time from this time for-
ward, so long as the earth endures, that we
will be destitute of the knowledge necessary
to guide us. There never has been a time
since we came to these valleys that we have
been ignorant of the course that we should
take. It is true that many invidious remarks
are made by those not of us upon the men
who preside over us. They do not know
how it is that President Young has been
able to lead us through every difficulty as
he has done. They imagine that it is all at-
tributable to his superior wisdom and
smartness, and that what we term reve-
lation and the spirit of prophecy are the
concoction of his brain or the fabrication
of those who are immediately associated
with him. But we who, from the organiza-
tion of the Church until the present, have
been led by the spirit of inspiration, know
that it is nothing of the kind, but that God
our Heavenly Father does actually make
known His mind and will to His servants
in these days as He did anciently.

Men’s ideas differ very much in 
relation to what a prophet is or 
should be; they have certain ideas
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