
and opinions as to how he should receive
the gift of prophecy and revelation, and if
a man professing to be a prophet or servant
of God does not conform to those ideas, he
is, of course, set down as an impostor. The
spirit of revelation is not so mysterious and
incomprehensible as many imagine it to
be. Men have imagined that it is something
they cannot understand, and that men in
possession of it must differ very remarkably
from those who are destitute of it. But the
Lord in His dealings with the children of
men never did produce these monstrosities.
His servants were not so remarkable in ap-
pearance as to strike everybody who saw
them with surprise, but on the contrary
they were natural men, similar in form, fea-
ture, and apparel, and speaking the same
language as others, and because of this men
could not entertain the idea that they were
the servants of God or were intimate with
His purposes, or that they could possess
more wisdom than man obtains by the ex-
ercise of his natural mind. My brethren
and sisters, it is a glorious privilege that we
possess, of living so before the Lord our
God that we can have the testimony con-
stantly within us that we are operating and
laboring in conformity with the require-
ments of Heaven.

There is one subject that I wish to speak
upon in connection with the departure of
these missionaries. There has been a move-
ment made in some of the wards to raise the
means necessary to send the missionaries
from these wards to the nations to which they
have been appointed. I do not know how
many wards are engaged in this movement,
but it is desirable that the whole people
should do what they can to assist in sending
the missionaries, and also to assist their fami-
lies while they are away. It will probably be
easy for the 13th, 14th, and 20th wards to

send the brethren who are called from
them, but there may be some wards that
are too poor to assist to the extent that is
needed, and a unity of action on the part
of the people generally may therefore be
necessary. President Young desires that all
who are here this morning should do what
they can, and that all who come this after-
noon should come prepared to do the
same. And all here are requested to notify
all they can to this effect. A few years ago
an exertion was made to raise a Missionary
Fund, and for a time that fund was tolera-
bly well sustained, but by degrees the feel-
ings of the people became cool, whether
for the want of being reminded or not I do
not know, but for some time this matter
has fallen into disuse.

A good many are now being called to go
on missions, and as we have done very well
in this matter in the past we must not be
unmindful now. It is true we have a great
many labors to perform; we have to pay our
tithing, and in various ways have to con-
tribute of our means for the upbuilding of
the Kingdom of God, and it is by taking a
course of this kind that we shall become a
great and mighty people. We have proved
this to our satisfaction. We have proved that
we can go to the nations of the earth and
spend years, if necessary, in proclaiming the
gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, and then
come back and accumulate means as rapidly
as if we had never gone. And those who re-
main at home and devote their energies and
means to building up the Kingdom of God
increase in wealth and material advantages
far more rapidly than they who have neither
given their time abroad nor their means at
home. We are surrounded with the blessings
of God, and He can multiply or with-
draw them as seems good in His sight, and
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