
the authority of the Holy Priesthood are 
more to them than anything else; and they 
have the blessing of God resting upon 
them, which produces peace and joy in the 
Holy Ghost, and that is the reason why 
there is so good a feeling and so large a 
flow of the Spirit of the living God through 
that district of country. But where there is 
a backwardness and a shrinking from du-
ties assigned us there is a drying up of that 
Spirit and a lack of the light, life, power, 
and energy which the Holy Ghost imparts 
to those that fulfil the dictates of Jehovah. 
When I reflect upon these things I take 
this lesson to myself: “That it is a good and 
pleasant thing to obey the dictates of the 
Lord, that it is praiseworthy and honor-
able to be found walking in the commands 
of Jehovah, and that it is a blessing to all 
men to fulfil all missions and to discharge 
all responsibilities and duties that the Lord 
lays upon them.” When selecting brethren 
to go down there I remember the Bishops 
asked me “what kind of men I wanted?” 
I told them I wanted men of God, men 
of faith, who would go and sit on a bar-
ren rock and stay there until told to leave 
it. If we get a number of men of that kind 
to go, there is faith, union, power, light, 
truth, the revelations of Jesus Christ, and 
everything that is calculated to elevate, ex-
alt, and ennoble the human mind and hap-
pify the Saints of God. These are my views 
in relation to the Kingdom of God.

The Lord has established His kingdom 
on the earth, and He has given us His ser-
vants to guide and direct us. We, as a peo-
ple, profess emphatically to be governed by 
revelation. We do not believe in this simply 
as theory, as something that would be ben-
eficial to somebody else, but as something 
that will be a blessing to ourselves. We 
believe that God has spoken, that angels 
have appeared, that the everlasting gospel 
in its purity has been restored; we believe 
that God has organized His Church and 
Kingdom on the earth, and that, through 
channels which He has appointed and or-
dained, He manifests His will first to the 
Saints and then to the world. And we be-
lieve that the more we adhere to the teach-
ings of the servants of God the more we 
shall prosper, both temporally and spiritu-
ally, the more we shall enjoy the favor of 
the Almighty, and the more likely we shall 
be to obtain for ourselves an everlasting in-
heritance in the celestial kingdom of our 
God. We believe that the intelligence and 
wisdom of man cannot guide us, and that 
we, therefore, need the guidance of the 
Almighty; and, being under His guidance 
and direction, it is our duty to submit to 
His law, to be governed by His authority, 
do His will, keep His commandments, and 
observe His statutes, that we may ultimate-
ly be saved in His celestial kingdom.

May God help us to be faithful in the 
name of Jesus. Amen.
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