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obtained more than I could have antici-
pated. I am glad that I have this to say in
his behalf. Now I will venture to say a little
more, that William H. Hooper, from the
period of his earliest recollection, never
enjoyed that peace, quietness, and solid
joy that he now possesses in the situation
with which we have honored him, and
that he has obtained by his submission
to the providences of God and his faith
in the Lord Jesus Christ. [BR. HoorEr: I
never was so happy, nor enjoyed such good
health in my life as now.]

Now, is not this encouraging? Why, just
for the sake of passing through this life I
would not fail of being a Saint for all the
riches in this world. Talk about kings on
their thrones! Is there one of them who
feels safe and who can repose in quietness
and security? Do you know one who can?

Take all the Emperors and great men
of the world, who receive so much honor
and homage, and what is their peace? It is
sorrow. What is their joy? It is grief and
sorrow. Are they safe? No, I think not;
and I will say to my brethren and sisters
that there is not a king, emperor, or po-
tentate on the earth who begins to possess
the joy, peace, and quietness that our del-
egate now experiences in returning to his
constituents. I think not any of them, un-
less they enjoy the spirit of the holy gospel
of the Son of God, though their subjects
bow their knees to the ground and take off
their hats to them to do them homage and
honor, it is mere show, outward appear-
ance; many of the people do not do these
things from their hearts. This we very well
know.

Br. Hooper has returned here to visit,
mingle, and talk with the brethren and sisters,

and to learn their feelings. I will say for his
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satisfaction, and for the satisfaction of my
friends who live in this city and through-
out the Territory, that [ am perfectly sat-
isfied with his labors. Has he been as in-
defatigable as we could wish? He has. Has
he accomplished as much as we expected
he could? More; and above all this, there
is nothing so consoling and cheering to
me as to find br. Hooper increasing in the
faith of the holy gospel. I have heard ex-
pressions from his mouth since he came
home that have been heart-cheering to me.
Speaking of his business and of the hard
times here, said he, “What is all this specu-
lation, money, or property? It is nothing
at all when compared with peace and the
blessings of Heaven that we desire upon
the people called Latter-day Saints, and
their success in spreading the gospel and
gathering the poor.” This is first and fore-
most in his heart, and this makes me cry
Hallelujah, and thank God. I say this for
br. Hooper.

I am now going to say a few words
for myself with regard to my own situ-
ation and circumstances in the midst
of this people, the joy and thankfulness
that seem to surround the people and
their leaders. The increase that is percep-
tible to those who live in the faith of the
holy gospel is heart-cheering, comfort-
ing, and consoling, and is praiseworthy
to the Latter-day Saints. To illustrate, I
will refer to one item of our proceedings
at Conference. While assembled there I
told the people what my feelings were in
regard to the Word of Wisdom. I said to
them—“The Spirit signifies to me that
we should cease drinking tea, coffee, and
liquor, and chewing tobacco.” On our
journey south I saw one old lady over
eighty years of age drink a little coffee, and
that was the only coffee I saw while from
home. I think there was one of our sisters
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