
tened have got up and declared they would 
hear no more from that wicked book, 
believing it to be the Book of Mormon. 
Priests and deacons have declared they 
would hear no more from that vile record. 
I have said, “Does not this agree with your 
faith and feelings?” “No, it does not, and 
if we had it in our houses, we would take 
the tongs and put it in the fire.” “Well,” I 
have replied, “the book I have been read-
ing from is the Holy Bible, the Old and 
New Testaments, translated by order 
of King James.” But they did not know 
what those records contained. When we 
come to the doctrines contained in this 
book the Christians cannot gainsay them; 
they are struck dumb and silent as night, 
or rage in anger. Truth overcomes error, 
and when it is set before the people, the 
honest receive it. I wonder if there are any 
elders here who ever had a minister, dea-
con, or so-called Christian say to them, “If 
you will perform such and such miracles I 
will believe.” I have had that said to me a 
great many times; it always shocked me. 
I would say to them: “You have not read 
the Bible, I think.” “Oh, yes, we have,” 
they would say, “we are Bible scholars.” 
“Well, then, I will ask you a question. 
Did you ever read in your Bible anything 
like this—‘A wicked and adulterous gen-
eration seeketh after a sign, and there shall 
no sign be given to it, but the sign of the 
prophet Jonas?’” “We do not know that 
we ever did.” I would turn to the passage 
and show it to them. Still, men have be-
lieved because they have seen a miracle 
wrought. They cannot withstand that 
by argument, because they see the truth 
mathematically demonstrated. Do such 
characters endure? No; they come here 
and then turn away from their God, from 
the angels, from the holy prophecies of  
the Lord Jesus, from their brethren

and benefactors who brought them here 
from the land of oppression, where they 
could not own so much as a chicken, and 
where almost all they could get was a mor-
sel of bread. Yet they come here and turn 
away from their brethren and the cov-
enants they have made, and are traitors to 
God and heaven, and to the good in the 
heavens and on the earth. Are there men 
who came here in this way who have got 
rich? Yes, there are men now in this city 
who came here poor, naked, and barefoot, 
and willing to take a spade and go a ditch-
ing for me, or for anybody else who would 
furnish them a little bread, and now they 
are rich. They have made their wealth out 
of this people who constitute the kingdom 
of God, and they are using it to build up 
the kingdom of the devil. What are we to 
say to them? I would say, let them alone se-
verely. The man who will apostatize from 
the truth, forsake his God and his religion, 
is a traitor to everything there is in heaven, 
earth, and hell. There is no soundness, 
goodness, truth, or virtue in him; nothing 
but darkness and corruption, and down to 
hell he will go. This may grate on the deli-
cate ears of some, and they may think it is 
a pretty hard sentence, still it is true.

When apostates in this city or Territory 
crave your gold, silver, fine flour, and 
your substance, refuse them. Tell them 
they have the same privilege to earn bread 
that you have, and if they will work for 
and earn it, like honest men and women, 
they are free to do so, but not to pluck it 
from the pockets of the honest and poor. 
Let the Latter-day Saints give their sub-
stance to men who will pay their tith-
ing, help to support the elders in their 
preaching to us, donate to the families 
here whose husbands and fathers have 
gone to preach the gospel to the na-
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