
tions, and let the apostates alone. If I were
to ask you honestly and sincerely, and in
the character of a Christian, and then a
little stronger, in the name of the Lord God
of Israel, will you let apostates alone and
trade with them no more, what would the
Saints say?

How many of the Latter-day Saints
would say—“I would as soon trade with
this man as that man, or spend my money
in this store as in that store, even though
they pay tithing, and do good with their
means?” Those men and women in whom
this feeling exists must get rid of it, or they
will not be numbered with those who are
of one heart and of one mind. Now, re-
member that! I will promise those who feel
in their hearts that they would sooner trade
with an apostate or with a corrupt outsider,
than with a brother, if the former would
sell them a shawl a dollar cheaper, and per-
sist in such a course of things, that they will
never enter in at the strait gate, nor be
numbered with those who are sanctified
and prepared to enjoy the celestial presence
of God our Father and of Jesus the Re-
deemer. I promise you this in the name of
the Lord God of Israel.

You may say it is hard that I should dic-
tate you in your temporal affairs. Is it not
my privilege to dictate you? Is it not my
privilege to give this people counsel to direct
them so that their labors will build up the
Kingdom of God instead of the kingdom of
the devil? I will quote you a little Scripture,
if you wish, the words of an apostle of the
Lord Jesus Christ to me. You may think that
I saw him in vision, and it was a vision
given right in broad daylight. Said he—
“Never spend another day to build up a
Gentile city, but spend your days, dollars,
and dimes for the upbuilding of the

Zion of God upon the earth, to promote
peace and righteousness, and to prepare for
the coming of the Son of Man, and he who
does not abide this law will suffer loss.”

That is a saying of one of the apostles of
the Lord Jesus Christ. He said it to me. Do
you want to know his name? It is not
recorded in the New Testament among the
apostles, but it was an apostle whom the
Lord called and ordained in this my day,
and in the day of a good portion of this
congregation, and his name was Joseph
Smith, junior. These words were delivered
to me in July, 1833, in the town of Kirt-
land, Geauga County, State of Ohio. The
word to the elders who were there was:
“Never, from this time henceforth, do you
spend one day or one hour to sustain the
kingdoms of this world or the kingdoms of
the devil, but sustain the Kingdom of God
to your uttermost.” Now, if I were to ask
the elders of Israel to abide this, what
would be the reply of some amongst us?
The language in the hearts of some would
be—“It is none of your business where I
trade.” I will promise those who feel thus
that they will never enter the celestial King-
dom of our Father and God. That is my
business. It is my business to preach the
truth to the people, and it will be my busi-
ness by and by to testify for the just and to
bear witness against the ungodly. It is your
privilege to do as you please. Just please
yourselves; but when you do so, will you
please bear the results and not whine over
them.

It is the way with thousands and thou-
sands, when they burn their fingers they
will turn round and complain of somebody
else, when they themselves are the only
ones to blame. How natural is it for some
to endeavor to blame others for the
troubles their own follies have induced! It is
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