
a trick of the devil. You never see Saints
take this course. When they do wrong they
do not try to lay the responsibility on their
neighbor, or on some brother or sister. The
Saint is ready to acknowledge his fault, to
bear the responsibility, and to kiss the rod
and reverence the hand that corrects him.
But you hear those who are not Saints con-
tinually complaining. It is so, to a great ex-
tent, with our newcomers. When they
come here they look for perfection. They
say this is Zion. And so it is; but if we go
to the Scriptures we shall find that the
Zion of God is composed of the pure in
heart. Brethren and sisters, have you Zion
within you? If Jesus Christ is not in you,
the apostle says, “then are ye reprobates.” If
the Zion of God is not within the bosom
of you who profess to be Latter-day Saints
take care that you are not reprobates. Be
careful that no man takes advantage of you,
leads you astray, and causes you to leave the
Church and Kingdom of God, apostatize,
and go down to hell. If you have Jesus and
the Kingdom of God within you, then the
Zion of God is here.

Our brethren and sisters, when they
gather here, are apt to find fault and to say
this is not right and that is not right, and
this brother or that sister has done wrong,
and they do not believe that he or she can
be a Latter-day Saint in reality and do such
things. The people come here from the east
and the west, from the north and the south,
with all their traditions, which impede their
progress in the truth and are difficult to lay
aside. Yet they will pass judgment on the
acts of their brethren and sisters. I want 
to ask who made them the judges of 
the servants and handmaidens of the
Almighty, who, shoulder to shoulder, have
borne off this kingdom for more than a

third of a century? Thousands upon whom
the yoke of Christ has rested so long, and
who have borne off the kingdom, are
judged and found fault with, by some who
probably were baptized last summer or but
a short time ago. You know that this is so,
you are witnesses to the truth of what I am
saying, for you hear it yourselves. Now,
who are they who will be one with Christ?
If I were to tell the truth just as it is, it
might not be congenial to the feelings of
some of my hearers, for truth is not always
pleasant when it relates to our own dear
selves. You take some of those characters to
whom I have referred today, who want us
all to be of one heart and of one mind, and
they think we cannot be so unless we all
have the same number of houses, farms,
carriages, and horses, and the same amount
in greenbacks. There are plenty in this
Church who entertain such a notion, and
I do not say but there are good men who,
if they had the power, would dictate in this
manner, and in doing so they would exer-
cise all the judgment they are masters of,
but let such characters guide and dictate,
and they would soon accomplish the over-
throw of this Church and people. This is
not what the Lord meant when He said:
“Be ye of one heart and of one mind.” He
meant that we must be one in observing
His word and in carrying out His counsel,
and not to divide our worldly substance so
that a temporary equality might be made
among the rich and the poor.

You take these very characters who are so
anxious for the poor, and what would they tell
us? Just what they told us back yonder—“Sell
your feather beds, your gold rings, earrings,
breast pins, necklaces, your silver teaspoons or
tablespoons, or anything valuable that you
have in the world, to help the poor.” I re-
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