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we had paid the government our gold and
silver, but we could not, so we came here
because we were obliged to. And now we
are gathering, gathering. Did you ever read
in the New Testament that the Kingdom
of Heaven in the last days would be like a
net cast into the sea which should gather
all kinds—the good and the bad? If this is
not a proof to the inhabitants of the earth
that this is the Kingdom of God, why there
is abundance of other evidence to prove
it. But this is one true evidence to all the
inhabitants of the earth—we are gather-
ing the good and the bad of all kinds. The
good, I expect, will improve until they are
gathered into the garner, and the bad will
be cast away, thrust overboard.

Now, I want to come back to a sub-
ject upon which I have already touched. I
want to hit somebody or other. Will you
remember it? Never, from this time hence-
forth and forever, sustain a man, men, a
people, a community, or anybody that
operates against or forsakes the Kingdom
of God. Do you know what I call them,
or have you forgotten what I said about
the poor of this world? The Lord has cho-
sen them, it is true, but He has not cho-
sen the devil’s poor nor the poor devils.
They who forsake or operate against the
Kingdom of God are what I call poor, mis-
erable devils. That is a harsh expression,
especially to come from the pulpit, but I
built this stand to say just what I pleased
in it. Who among the people of the world
can dictate for themselves? They want to
be talked to, guided, directed, pampered,
and caressed like little children. This
people also do. How many are there here
who, if they had stayed in their native
land, would ever have owned a chicken
or a sixpence, who have now a good
house, farm, garden, orchard, and a car-
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riage to ride in? There are hun-
dreds.

Shall T make an application of this?
If you please I will. The Lord owns the
heavens and the earth, all things are His,
and He delights to give them to His chil-
dren, and He would much sooner that
they should enjoy the good things of the
earth than that they should not do so, if
they would use them for the accomplish-
ment of His purposes. It would cheer and
comfort His heart to see all the Latter-day
Saints combined in their efforts to pro-
mote His kingdom instead of promoting
the kingdoms of this world. But we are
but children, and the Lord is merciful, gra-
cious, and long-suffering to His people and
to all the inhabitants of the earth. We are
all His children—saint or sinner, it makes
no difference. Every son and daughter of
Adam and Eve that ever came on this earth
is the offspring of that God who lives in
the heavens whom we serve and acknowl-
edge. How merciful He is to His children!
To see the wicked flourish like a green bay
tree, and see the nations of the earth that
oppose Him, set at naught all His coun-
sel and will have none of His reproof, and
spurn His servants, yet see how merci-
ful He is to them. But let me say that the
time is now at hand when the chastening
hand of the Almighty will be upon the na-
tions of the earth. He has commenced His
work. Through His kind providences He
has ordained that it should commence here
where it commenced in the morning of
creation. On this continent He will wind
up His work; from here He will send the
gospel of Jesus Christ to the uttermost
parts of the earth, and woe to the nation
that rejects it, and that persecutes and slays
His servants; they will have to pay the debt.
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