
themselves together to break bread and to
administer; and they did administer from
house, and from congregation to congrega-
tion, the words of life and the ordinances
of the gospel. They thought they had
power to make the people of one heart and
one mind with regard to temporal things,
and that they could amalgamate the feel-
ings of the people sufficiently to organize
them as one family. And the people sold
their possessions and laid the price at the
Apostles’ feet, and they had all things in
common. There is no doubt that this is a
correct doctrine, and can be practiced to
the benefit of a community at large, if be-
lieved and understood. But who has got
the doctrine; who has eyes to see, ears to
hear, and a heart to believe? Who has the
authority and the capability to organize
such a society? The Apostles thought they
had, but when Ananias and Sapphira fell
dead because they had lied, not only to
man but to the Holy Ghost, in saying they
had laid their all at the feet of the Apostles
when they had only laid part there, a great
fear fell upon the people, and they dis-
persed. Have we any history that the
people ever assembled in a like capacity af-
terwards? I think you cannot find it. After
the days of the Apostles, when the Council
of Nice was called, they then and there de-
termined what they considered to be cor-
rect and scriptural and what they would lay
aside, but that sure word of prophecy
which Jesus had shed forth into the hearts
of those who believed on him seemed to be
so mixed up and interwoven with darkness
and unbelief, that they could not come to
understanding and receive the full testi-
mony of Jesus. So the old Christians lived,
and so they spent their days down to the
days of the Reformation.

If we have eyes to see, we can un-

derstand at once, the difficulties that the
Apostles had to encounter. If the people
had lived according to the gospel that was
delivered to them, the Apostles would have
had power to accomplish a great deal more
than they did, although there can be no
doubt but they were mistaken with regard
to the time of the winding up scene, think-
ing it was much nearer than it really was,
and they might have made mistakes in
other respects. Many of the difficulties they
had to encounter, we are not troubled with.
We have not only the sure word of
prophecy delivered in the days of the
Apostles, but we actually have that surer
word of prophecy delivered to us through
the Prophet Joseph, that in the last days the
Lord would gather Israel, build up Zion,
and establish His kingdom upon the earth.
This is a more sure word of prophecy than
was delivered in the days of the Apostles,
and is a greater work than they had to per-
form.

The few hints that I have dropped
clearly show, I think, to all who are ac-
quainted with its history, how these
schisms and divisions have been introduced
into the Christian world. For more than
seventeen hundred years the Christian na-
tions have been struggling, striving, pray-
ing, and seeking to know and understand
the mind and will of God. Why have they
not had it? Can you tell me why it is there
has not been a succession of the Apostle-
ship from one to another through all these
seventeen centuries, by which the people
might have been led, guided, and directed,
and have received wisdom, knowledge, and
understanding to enable them to build 
up the Kingdom of God, and to give coun-
sel concerning it until the whole earth
should be enveloped in the knowledge 
of God? “O, yes, it was the apostasy.” 
Very true, if it had not been for these
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