
resurrection, it would be just as consistent 
as to believe what they do believe. These 
ideas are all wrong.

The Christian world struggled on until 
the days of the Reformation. But what of 
the Reformation? Nothing, only it shows 
that there were some few among them 
who had courage to come out against the 
orthodox principles ordained, published, 
and proclaimed by the Priests. They had 
an idea in their minds that the Lord was 
going to do something for the people, but 
they could not tell what. There was a spirit 
upon them that prompted them to declare 
against the wickedness of those professing 
to be Christians. Did they profess to know 
enough to take the truth and leave the er-
ror? No; down to the days of my youth the 
Christians did not know any better than 
to renounce any doctrine that the Church 
believed from which they came. This is 
more or less the case with every denomina-
tion on the face of the earth. Some who 
call themselves Christians are very tena-
cious with regard to the Universalians, yet 
the latter possess many excellent ideas and 
good truths. Have the Catholics? Yes, a 
great many very excellent truths. Have the 
Protestants? Yes, from first to last. Has the 
infidel? Yes, he has a good deal of truth; 
and truth is all over the earth. The earth 
could not stand but for the light and truth 
it contains. The people could not abide 
were it not that truth holds them. It is 
the Fountain of truth that feeds, clothes, 
and gives light and intelligence to the in-
habitants of the earth, no matter whether 
they are saints or sinners. Do you think 
there is any truth in hell? Yes, a great 
deal, and where truth is there we calculate  
the Lord has a right to be. You will not 
find the Lord where there is no truth.  
The devil had truth in his mouth as

well as lies when he came to mother Eve. 
Said he, “If you will eat of the fruit of the 
tree of knowledge of good and evil, you 
will see as the gods see.” That was just as 
true as anything that ever was spoken on 
the face of the earth. She did eat, her eyes 
were opened, and she saw good and evil. 
She gave of the fruit to her husband, and 
he ate too. What would have been the 
consequence if he had not done so? They 
would have been separated, and where 
would we have been? I am glad he did eat. 
I am glad the fruit was given to mother 
Eve, that she ate of it, and that her eyes 
were opened, and that my eyes are opened, 
that I have tasted the sweet as well as the 
bitter, and that I understand the difference 
between good and evil.

When the Lord called upon His ser-
vant Joseph, after leading him along for 
years until he got the plates, from a por-
tion of which the Book of Mormon was 
translated, “By and by,” said he, “you are 
going to organize my church and establish 
my kingdom. I am going to have a church 
on the earth. All these churches you have 
inquired about are wrong; they have truth 
amongst them, but not the Priesthood. 
They lack a guide to direct the affairs of 
the Kingdom of God on the earth—that 
is the keys of the priesthood of the Son 
of God.” This tells the story. We possess 
the Priesthood. The Lord sent John to 
ordain Joseph to the Aaronic Priesthood, 
and when he commenced to baptize 
people he sent a greater power—Peter, 
James, and John, who ordained him to 
the apostleship, which is the highest of-
fice pertaining to the Kingdom of God 
that any man can possess on the face of the 
earth, for it holds the keys of the Kingdom 
of Heaven, and has power to dispense  
the blessings of the kingdom. This

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES70

JOD Vol 12-LIVE.indd   70JOD Vol 12-LIVE.indd   70 5/16/20   8:31 PM5/16/20   8:31 PM


