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few keys I received from the servants of
God I obtained corroborating testimony
from the Scriptures, which I have read
from that time until now with an under-
standing that I never had before; and even
now, whenever I search the Scriptures, I
find things that are new to me, that I never
understood nor comprehended before, al-
though I have been familiar with them
from my youth.

When I first heard Joseph Smith enun-
ciate the principle of baptism for the dead,
and the method of administering it, I was
astonished that no person had ever thought
of that before, it was so plainly laid down
in the Scriptures. The principle of acting
by proxy was just as plain to me as the
noonday sun the moment it was explained
to me, but I never thought of it until that
time. When I heard these principles my
heart leaped for joy, and although I was not
a praying man I prayed inwardly that what-
ever else I might do, I might never be left
to deny the principles of truth which the
prophet was revealing. That was the inward
conviction of my soul. Still I did not join
the Church, and I did not know that I ever
would; I was not fully satisfied. Some
things were made very manifest to me, oth-
ers I could not comprehend. He preached
a funeral sermon once, in which the doc-
trine of eternal judgment was dwelt upon
considerably; this I received, and many a
time in Council have I heard him develop
the principle so plainly that it would have
been a sin against light and knowledge for
me to have rejected it, therefore I treasured
it up in my own heart. Many and many a
time he would go right along developing
principle without ever alluding to the
Scriptures, while my own knowledge of
them would bring passage after passage to
my mind in corroboration of that which he
was advancing.

When he said it was the privilege of the
Latter-day Saints to be baptized for their
dead, I remembered the words of Paul,
“Else what shall they do which are baptized
for the dead, if the dead rise not at all? why
are they then baptized for the dead?” And
when he spoke upon the principle of
preaching to the spirits in prison, it flashed
across my mind, as quick as lightning, that
the Savior did that between the time of His
crucifixion and resurrection. The analogy
of the thing struck me with such force that
I could not get it out of my mind. And so
scripture after scripture and testimony after
testimony come to my mind, proving that
the principles he advanced were true. But
had I ever thought of them, or had the
Christian world for ages? No, not until
Joseph revealed them. The Catholics, even
for praying for the deliverance of the dead
from purgatory, were scouted and
ridiculed, yet this principle of administer-
ing for the spirits in prison was unfolded to
my mind, and in and of itself was great and
glorious. Said I, if they who were disobedi-
ent could be administered to by the Savior
of the world, how much more reasonable is
it to suppose that they can be administered
for, who have not been disobedient, but
who have died without a knowledge of the
gospel? This seemed reasonable and consis-
tent to me, and the principle was sustained
by the Scriptures of divine truth which I
had been taught to believe from my youth
up. When the apostle used the expres-
sion—“If the dead rise not, then why are
ye baptized for the dead,” he was instruct-
ing the Church at Corinth on the principle
of the resurrection, some of them appar-
ently having been imbued with the doc-
trine of the Sadducees who denied the res-
urrection of the dead. I saw the reason and



