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could on learned doctors of the
law.

The prophet has said that when this
thing came forth, the poor and the meek of
the earth should rejoice in the Holy One of
Israel. They do, they have rejoiced in Him.
This gospel commends itself to their un-
derstanding, whether it does to the under-
standing of the rich and learned or not.
They whose understandings have been
touched with the principles of salvation
have enjoyed a great privilege, and our eld-
ers who go forth can teach the whole world
the way of life and salvation. It is that
which makes them bold to stand up in any
place, for they know that if the people will
heed their teachings they can lead them
into the celestial Kingdom of God. I was
bold to declare this to the elders while
abroad in the nations, in order to
strengthen and encourage them, for they
know more than any other set of men on
the face of the earth, pertaining to the
things of God and eternal life. Therefore I
encourage them to stand up in all confi-
dence, trusting in God, and declare the
things they had received, and I assured
congregation after congregation, when at-
tending conference where the elders were,
that if they would listen to the teachings
and principles which the elders would un-
fold to them, they would lead them into
the celestial Kingdom of God.

It becomes the Latter-day Saints, then,
to live so that they may show by their good
works that they do believe in these glorious
principles, and that they will cleave to them
with full purpose of heart. This course will
increase faith, which is the source and root
of power; it will give confidence in God
and in the principles of the gospel. When a
man has gone before the Lord and prayed
for the recovery of the sick, and his prayer
has been answered, can he not go a

second time with more confidence? Most
assuredly; and if he continues to live a pure
and virtuous life, keeping himself from the
contaminations of the wicked and ungodly,
he will go on step by step, continually in-
creasing in faith in God and the things of
eternal life. The world is full of sin, iniq-
uity, contamination, and everything that is
calculated to destroy man’s existence here
on the earth. And what does Christianity,
in its present phase, accomplish for the re-
demption of the human family? Has not
wickedness continued to increase, until
now it pervades all classes of society, and it
is impossible to stem the torrent? Look at
those who are numbered with the Christ-
ian world, they are but a small portion of
the people on the face of the earth, and
then, again, how few of them believe, or
even profess to believe in the principles of
Christianity. There are a few sects, but a
great number of people do not join them-
selves to any of them, though, as I have al-
ready said, they are just as well without.
Then, how uncharitable in those few sec-
tarians to believe that they are the only
ones in the way of eternal life! The “Mor-
mons” are sometimes accused of being un-
charitable, but the fact is, “Mormonism”
will save all who can be saved.

Then a large portion of the sectarian
world do not believe in many of the
principles I have referred to pertaining to
the plan of salvation. For instance, they do
not believe that anything can be done for a
man after death, although he may have
died without a knowledge of the gospel.
Look what myriads would be debarred
from salvation through this alone, accord-
ing to popular religious notions. There are
the Baptist and Presbyterian churches, that
number but a few thousands on the earth,
and yet according to their theories nearly



