
verse. We have come out from among the
world, for the express purpose of serving
God and keeping His commandments,
building up Zion, and establishing His
Kingdom upon the earth. Are there not
men in the world who seek to do right and
try to be just and equitable in their acts?
Yes, and there are a great many who seek to
do wrong, who are full of lasciviousness,
corruption, and evil; a great many who
would seek to lead us down the paths of
death and destruction. And shall not the
shepherd who stands on the walls of Zion
lift up his warning voice? What is the good
of a shepherd if he does not do that? Who
does not know that combinations have
been entered into, from time to time, right
here in our midst, for the purpose of un-
dermining the virtue of this people? Who
does not know that the public prints in the
east have been very profuse in their recom-
mendations to send out fine fast young
men to Utah? What for? To corrupt our
virtue and to bring us down to their own
level. Who does not know that we have
had organizations in our midst, plotting
night after night, to effect the political and
social destruction of this people, and seek-
ing to undermine their virtue? Are we—the
servants of God—to sit still and not lift a
warning voice in relation to these things?
Are we to go hand and glove with the
world? No, we are not of the world; God
has chosen us out of the world to be His
people, that we may be subject to His 
laws and bow to His authority. Do we 
plot against the virtue of any man? God
forbid! Is there any man on the face of the
earth who can bring a charge of this kind
against the elders of Israel? I defy them.

We sustain all virtuous principles here and
everywhere in the world where our lot may
be cast. Did we ever go, as elders, or as
messengers of any kind among the nations
of the earth, and interfere with the rights
and privileges of the people, or seek to
overturn the government of any nation?
Never. We were always subject to the law,
authority, rule, and dominion prevailing in
the nations in which we have sojourned.
What right have others, then, to interfere
with us? None. Shall we allow them to do
it? No, in the name of Israel’s God we will
not. [The congregation said, amen.] We
will root out the workers of iniquity, and
maintain purity and virtue. When men
come among us who are honorable and vir-
tuous we will treat them accordingly; but
when men come among us and seek to de-
stroy our virtue, supplant our institutions,
and try to put a sword to the neck of the
good, honest, and virtuous, in the name of
Israel’s God we will oppose them with all
the might God shall give to us. [The con-
gregation said, amen.] These are our
principles. What good honorable man in
the world would not sanction them? There
are none but what would. Every virtuous
man and woman would submit to
principles of this kind, and say it is right.

There is another point to which I would
refer here: that all men are not depraved, as
it is said by some, but the natural instinct
of man, as President Young has remarked,
is to do good.

May God help us to do right and keep
His commandments, that we may be saved
in His kingdom, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
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