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see this, we see God fulfilling that which 
He spake many long centuries ago. And 
the work is still rolling on, just as fast as 
the wheels of time can roll it. The Prophet 
Isaiah, in the 35th chapter, says “The wil-
derness and the solitary place shall be glad 
for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and 
blossom as the rose.”

Latter-day Saints lift up your hearts and 
rejoice with joy unspeakable, for you are the 
very ones who have the privilege of fulfill-
ing this, you see it directly before you. Has 
this prophecy been fulfilled here? Was there 
a wilderness here? Was there a desert here, 
and does it blossom as the rose? I was not 
here this spring, but I will venture to say that 
if I had been within three miles of this city, 
in April or May, I should have seen, for five 
or six square miles, peach, pear, plum, and 
apple trees all in bloom, literally making the 
wilderness to blossom as the rose. What a

miracle compared with twenty years ago, 
when I stood, solitary and alone, by the 
side of City Creek, near this temple block, 
and surveyed the scene! The prophecy of 
Isaiah has been fulfilled, thanks be to Him 
who rules, controls, and guides all these 
things.

If there ever was a people that needed 
blessings, it seems to me that the Latter-
day Saints are the ones. How much you 
have suffered in years past and gone! How 
great have been your trials for the truth’s 
sake! How great your exertions to gather 
out from among the nations of the earth! 
How great has been your toil in this des-
ert country to fulfil these prophecies! God 
bless you, and your generations for ever-
more, and give you a hundred fold, besides 
these valleys, to make you and your pos-
terity rejoice, is my prayer in the name of 
Jesus Christ. Amen.

We have heard good instruction and good 
news from our brethren in the south and in 
the east, and we hear good news concerning 
Zion. But this is not good to the world, for 
Zion and the spirit of Zion are not loved by 
the wicked. There is good news, and it may 
be summed up by saying that God is carry-
ing on His work most admirably. He has

commenced His work in the last days, for the 
last time; and into this work He will gather 
all things. We are here in these mountains. 
Accidentally? Perhaps so. If we had Brother 
George A. Smith to tell the story, he would 
say we came here because we were obliged 
to come, and we stay here because there 
is no other place to which we can go. We
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