
have built cities in this mountainous re-
gion, because there was no other place 
where we could do so. We have not got 
through with our work here yet. The 
people have hardly commenced to realize 
the beauty, excellence, and glory that will 
yet crown this city. I do not know that I 
will live in the flesh to see what I saw in 
vision when I came here. I see some things, 
but a great deal more has yet to be accom-
plished. We go abroad and preach to the 
people and gather them home to Zion, and 
it appears to be the feelings of a great many 
that when they get here they have done all 
that the Lord requires of them—their mis-
sion is out, and they are then ready to go 
and work for themselves. I heard of one 
man who came here twenty years ago, who 
stayed a few years and got more property 
than he ever had before, then sold it, and 
went to California, feeling and believing 
that he had worked long enough for the 
Lord, and that henceforth he would work 
for himself. The last I heard of him he was 
in poverty, distress, and disgrace. Loved 
of the Lord? No; if the Lord did not hate 
him, he did not love him. Angels did not 
love him, Saints did not love him, and the 
devil despised him, as he does all apostates.

On this particular point I said a little 
a Sunday or two ago. I will now take the 
liberty of saying a little more. If there is 
a despicable character on the face of the 
earth, it is an apostate from this Church. 
He is a traitor who has deceived his best 
friends, betrayed his trust, and forfeited 
every principle of honor that God placed 
within him. They may think they are re-
spected, but they are not. They are dis-
graced in their own eyes. There is not 
much honesty within them; they have 
forfeited their heaven, sold their birth-

right, and betrayed their friends. What will 
the devil do with such characters? Will he 
have them in his kingdom? Yes, he will 
be obliged to, because he is an apostate 
himself. He apostatized from the Celestial 
Kingdom, and was thrust down to hell. 
Yet, when apostates get to his kingdom, he 
will say—“I do not like you, for you are 
just as mean as I am. I was a traitor and 
a liar, and I am yet. I despise myself and 
every character that betrays his trust.” 
That is all I wish to say on that point. Let 
apostates go.

A word now to the Elders of Israel, es-
pecially to the young elders. There are a 
great many young men born and brought 
up in this Church, and if they do not go to 
the nations of the earth to preach they are 
not, therefore, obliged to make shipwreck 
of their good education and the faith they 
have received. Brother Pitkin was talking 
about young men being ruined through 
acquiring bad habits and forming bad as-
sociations here. If we had sent such young 
men to preach they would, in all prob-
ability, have disgraced themselves and the 
cause; for I am satisfied that if any man or 
woman, old or young, wished to be hon-
est, upright, truthful, and virtuous, there is 
no community on the face of the earth that 
honors and seeks to promote every holy 
principle to such an extent as this does. Do 
you know it? If you do not, just go into the 
world and mingle with the people, and you 
will soon find it out.

If there are any ladies and gentle-
men present who have not joined the 
Church, I wish to say a few words to them. 
Are men or women honest with them- 
selves and their God when they refuse or 
neglect to search diligently to know the 
truth of the latter-day work? I could not 
be, with the sensibility God has blessed
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