
me with. A man or woman desirous of
knowing the truth, upon hearing the
gospel of the Son of God proclaimed in
truth and simplicity, should ask the Father,
in the name of Jesus, if this is true. If they
do not take this course, they may try and
argue themselves into the belief that they
are as honest as any man or woman can be
on the face of the earth; but they are not,
they are careless as to their own best inter-
ests. Before I heard the gospel I searched
diligently to know and understand what-
ever could be learned among the sectarians
respecting God and the plan of salvation. It
was so with the majority of the Latter-day
Saints. But very little can be learned among
Christian professors; they are ignorant
about God and His kingdom, and the de-
sign He had in view in the formation of
the earth and peopling it with His crea-
tures. The Christian world are deficient in
these matters; and many among them who
believed the Bible was true have felt this,
and Martin Luther, John Calvin, John
Wesley, and other great Reformers and re-
vivalists have felt this, and have had the
spirit of conviction upon them that God
was going to reveal something or other to
His creatures. My brother Joseph once said
to me (and we were both Methodists at the
time), “Brother Brigham, there is not a
Bible Christian in the world; what will be-
come of the people?” For many years no
person saw a smile on his countenance, in
consequence of the burden of the Lord
being upon him, and realizing that the in-
habitants of the earth had all gone out of
the way and had turned every man to his
own views. I am not speaking now of the
world morally, but of their ignorance of the
gospel of the Son of God and of the way to
be saved in the celestial kingdom of our

Father. There was not a Bible Christian on
the face of the earth who was known to us.
I cannot say what is to be found in the
frozen regions of the north, or a little be-
yond; if any nook or corner among the ice-
bergs contains an Apostle, I do not know
it, but I suppose none have been able to
find one. No people on this earth had the
Priesthood of the Son of God at their com-
mand or within their grasp, and there was
no delegation from God to the children of
men.

Now, we come proclaiming that the
Lord has spoken from Heaven, and has
sent His angels to administer to the chil-
dren of men. If you ask “where is my
proof?” my reply is, I am a witness. Have
we any more witnesses? Yes, here is this
whole people. What else has brought them
together? Do you think they have been
gathered for the sake of making money, or
for raising a political kingdom? Try it, you
statesmen and philosophers, and see if you
can gather a people together as we came
here. How did we come here? We came
comparatively naked and barefoot, driven
from our homes into these mountains,
robbed of our horses and cattle, and our
houses rifled by mobs. Were we sustained
by any government? Did England put forth
her hand to sustain us, or did France do-
nate anything for the assistance of this poor
people? No, not anything. Did the Gov-
ernment of the United States? No, but I
will tell you what they did do—they im-
posed a trifling tax upon us. When they
were at war with Mexico they said, “Now,
you Mormons are going into the wilder-
ness, but we will prove whether you are
loyal or not—we want five hundred of
your men.” Did we give them? Yes, we
took the men from their wagons, from
their aged fathers and mothers, their
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