
“these men, these elders of Israel, have it all
their own way.” That is not so, and we are
not going to have it all our own way, unless
our way is to do just right. And the man
and woman who set up their will against the
providence of God, will be found wanting
when accounts are squared. They will have
to say, “the summer is past, the harvest is
ended, and we have not received our
crowns.” Will you think of this, sisters, you
who are not married as well as you who are?
I have a good many daughters, but it would
be better for every one of my daughters, and
for every female in this Church, to marry
men who have proved themselves to be men
of God, no matter how many wives they
have, than to take these miserable characters
who are running around here. For myself, I
desire to please God, whether it is ever to
see another wife or child while I live or not.
Have I proved it? Yes, God, the heavens,
and the Saints know it. When Joseph called
upon me and my brethren here, we were al-
ways ready. We made it a point ever to be
ready to leave fathers, mothers, sisters 
and brothers, wives and children to go 
and preach the gospel to a perishing world,
and save as many as would hearken to 
our counsel. We have proved this years

ago. We have been willing to leave all for
the sake of the gospel, and therein the Lord
has made us rich. But who is going to com-
plain about it?

I want the daughters of Israel, both old
and young, to remember that part of my
sermon intended especially for them; and I
want our friends who come here, who are
not of us, to hear what the Latter-day
Saints have to say. If we have the words of
eternal life for you, and you will not receive
them at our hands, we want you to be left
without excuse. The Lord has spoken from
the heavens; He has sent His delegation to
the earth, and He has commissioned men
on the earth to preach this gospel and to
bring people into the Church. If they dis-
obey they must take the consequence; it is
they and the Lord for it. As we have always
told them, the gospel of Jesus which we be-
lieve and preach, which they call “Mor-
monism,” is the doctrine of life and salva-
tion, and if they do not believe it, they can
pray to the Lord and ask Him for knowl-
edge. All this they can do if they please. We
do our duty in telling them what they
should do, and the result is with them and
their God. May God bless you. Amen.
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