
We understand the laws of domestic and 
civil government; we know how to con-
duct ourselves like men of sense, like 
gentlemen and Christians; we understand 
natural philosophy and medicine; and 
are satisfied of the emptiness of the vain 
philosophy of the world. If believing and 
knowing what we do constitute ignorance, 
then let us be ignorant still, and con-

tinue in the way which will lead us to the 
perfection of knowledge which the world 
call ignorance.

Now, let me say to you, it is our imper-
ative duty to use a portion of our substance 
to send for our poor brethren and sisters 
who are still back in the old countries. May 
the Lord bless you. Amen.
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I am grateful for this privilege of speak-
ing to you for a short time this afternoon, 
and I trust that the Spirit of the Lord will 
be present to bless and edify both the 
speakers and hearers. By our experience we 
can testify that the Spirit of the Almighty 
is always present where His Saints congre-
gate, and no person can come into their 
assemblies without feeling the influence of 
that Spirit, although he may not personally 
possess it. I have met with religious bod-
ies of people in various nations, but I have 
never experienced that heavenly influence 
in any of their meetings that I have invari-
ably felt while assembled with the Latter-
day Saints.

There is something about this people that 
is truly peculiar, and this peculiarity consists 
in their enjoying the Holy Spirit to a greater 
degree than it is enjoyed by any other peo-

ple of the present day and for many ages 
past. The possession of this Spirit makes us 
happy under every circumstance of life, ex-
cept in committing sin. The Lord has en-
lightened our minds by the spirit of revela-
tion; hence, wherever you find a Latter-day 
Saint upon the face of the whole earth, you 
will find a happy person. Faithful Latter-
day Saints everywhere triumph over all the 
ills that humanity is subject to, because 
they know that the Lord has redeemed 
them, and brought them forth to bless 
them with salvation in His presence.

We, as a people, cannot sufficiently real-
ize what the Lord has done for us. When 
we reflect upon the situation of this people 
in Missouri, Illinois, Iowa, Ohio, and 
other places, and contrast our present posi-
tion with our circumstances then, we can,  
in a measure, realize what the Lord has
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