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done for us, and we begin to understand
that He has led us from the midst of our
enemies, and planted us where no man
maketh us afraid. This has not been done
by the feeble effort of man, but by the
power of the Almighty, and the praise and
thanksgiving of all His Saints are justly due
to Him.

This people are greatly blessed by re-
ceiving the Spirit of the Almighty, and by
being privileged to go into His house and
making covenants with Him, and in return
receiving the keys of eternal life from his
hands. We are peculiar in this. There is
no other people upon the face of the earth
that we know anything about who are per-
mitted to make such covenants with the
Most High God. If we do not appreciate
these blessings it is because we do not live
faithfully to the covenants we have made—
because we do not do all in our power to
fulfil the commandments of the Almighty,
and obey, fully and freely, the words and
counsels of those who hold God’s author-
ity upon the earth, who have led us thus
far efficiently, and who can lead us into the
presence of our Father and God.

These servants of the Most High have
called upon us, as a people, to step forward
and do our utmost to deliver our brethren
and sisters who are now in the old coun-
tries. The Lord has placed means in our
possession to do this. He has led us forth
from the midst of our enemies, where the
lives of our leaders were constantly sought,
and where no man durst say, he knew that
Jesus was Christ, and that he lives. In deliv-
ering us, He has given us new life, and all
that we require to sustain us and to make
us happy and comfortable. Now, shall
we use a portion of these means which
He has given us to gather the Saints? The
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people of this city are better prepared to-
day to emigrate every Latter-day Saint
from foreign lands to these mountains,
than the whole people of Nauvoo and sur-
rounding country were prepared to emi-
grate one hundred families. I believe this
statement to be true, and that it will bear
scrutiny. While we feel very poor, we are
really increasing in wealth; yet as we in-
crease in wealth, our wants increase. If we
have a fine carriage, we must then have a
fine horse and harness to go with it; but
instead of spending our means upon un-
necessary luxuries, it is far better for us to
sacrifice everything in property that our
hearts are set upon, and let it go where it
can be used to the gathering of Israel. This
is the standard to which all the faithful are
approaching, and the sooner we reach it
the better for us. We must, sooner or later,
give our whole hearts to our Father and
God, if we wish to gain salvation. We owe
to Him every energy of our souls, and all
the earthly wealth we can amass, if He calls
for it through His servants. We should
look upon God as being unjust were He
not to give us the blessings we are entitled
to through His promises.

There are hundreds in this congrega-
tion who know the situation of the poor
Saints in the old countries, for they were
once in the same condition themselves.
It has not improved any since you left;
but you were not able to realize it then
as you should now be able to. When you
were there in the midst of your enemies,
when your children wanted bread, and
were destitute of clothing and the com-
forts of life, there were none to help you
to preserve them from perishing with
hunger. Here you are comfortable, and
the great majority of this people in these
mountains are wealthy, and it has all

been given them of the Lord. Then, shall
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