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in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior,
if it is true that the Spirit of the Almighty
whispers through His servant Brigham to
urge upon the Latter-day Saints to observe
the Word of Wisdom. All have this privi-
lege from the apostle to the lay member.
Ask for yourselves.

We are called to be Saints, to be the
chosen people of the Lord Almighty, to
be the saviors of the children of men, to
gather the house of Israel, and save the
house of Esau. Are we trifling with our
high and holy calling before the Lord?
Are we trifling away our precious time? If
we are, we are trifling with our salvation.
Then hearken, O ye Latter-day Saints,
and hear the Words of Wisdom which the
Lord has given unto you. It is written: “For
the children of this world are in their gen-
eration wiser than the children of light.”
There is a just reason for this saying. But
the Latter-day Saints who hearken to the
words of the Lord, given to them touch-
ing their political, social, and financial con-
cerns, | say, and say it boldly, that they will
have wisdom which is altogether superior
to the wisdom of the children of darkness,
or the children of this world. I know this
by the revelations of the Lord Jesus Christ,
and by the results of my own actions.
They who have hearkened to the counsels
given to them in temporal matters, have
invariably bettered their condition tem-
porally and spiritually. The day has gone
by in which the people of God are to be
trodden under foot by their enemies, in
which they are to be poor outcasts to wan-
der in sheepskins and goatskins, etc., but
they had better continue to do that, and
dwell in the caves of these mountains, and
dress as the Indians do, than to forsake
their God and their religion. Who is there
among this people who cannot handle
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the things of this world without loving
them in preference to the things of God? If
there is such a person, I pray God to make
him or her poor. Some among us are so
foolish as to lift up their heels against the
Almighty as soon as He blesses them suf-
ficiently to make them a little comfortable
and independent. This is lamentable. It is
a disgrace to humanity to suffer the paltry
things of this mortality to decoy away our
affections from God and turn them to the
beggarly elements of this world.

If you observe faithfully the Word of
Wisdom, you will have your dollar, your
five dollars, your hundred dollars, yea, you
will have your hundreds of dollars to spend
for that which will be useful and profit-
able to you. Why should we continue to
practice in our lives those pernicious habits
that have already sapped the foundation
of the human constitution, and shortened
the life of man to that degree that a gen-
eration passes away in the brief period of
from twenty-seven to twenty-nine years?
The strength, power, beauty, and glory
that once adorned the form and constitu-
tion of man have vanished away before the
blighting influences of inordinate appetite
and love of this world. Doubtless we are
about the best looking people today upon
this footstool, and about the healthiest; but
where is the iron constitution, the mar-
row in the bone, the power in the loins,
and the strength in the sinew and muscle
of which the ancient fathers could boast?
These have, in a great measure, passed
away; they have decayed from generation
to generation, until constitutional weak-
ness and effeminacy are bequeathed to us
through the irregularities and sins of our
fathers. The health and power and beau-
ty that once adorned the noble form of
man must again be restored to our race;
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