
tained and honored? If they are, it will be
by this people. Everything they are doing
at present in Congress is only calculated to
widen the breach, and alienate and destroy
every vestige of love and affection that may
yet be existing; and this they will continue
to do until they have severed the last tie
and worked out the entire destruction of
the Government. They think they are
doing the best that can be done. Many of
them are honorable men, and would do
good to the nation if they knew how. The
results of their acts will be dissolution,
strife, war, and bloodshed, until they are
wasted away. The Lord will waste away the
wicked as He said He would. A curse will
come upon them to the third and fourth
generation, saith the Lord Almighty, if they
repent not, and refrain not from their sins.
There is no likelihood of their doing this.

The destruction of property and life
during the war has been enormous; but I
am satisfied that the destruction of the
love of virtue—the love of every exalted
principle of honor, and of political and so-
cial government—has been greater, com-
paratively, than the destruction of prop-
erty and life. Religious societies abound in
the nation. Although it never was more
wicked than at the present time, it is
strange to say that it never was more reli-
gious in profession. Religion is the ruling
power. The conscience of the masses in re-
gard to religion, to politics, and social life
is molded from the pulpit. In my early life
I was acquainted with ministers of the
sects of the day, and am satisfied that
many of them lived honorably in their
families, praying, and desiring, and seek-
ing for guidance from on high. While on
the other hand, to my certain knowledge,
many of them encouraged a practice
which today exists to an alarming extent,

and which is openly and shamelessly ac-
knowledged as a necessity of the age. To
check the increase of our race has its advo-
cates among the influential and powerful
circles of society in our nation and in other
nations. The same practice existed forty-
five years ago, and various devices were
used by married persons to prevent the ex-
penses and responsibilities of a family of
children, which they must have incurred
had they suffered nature’s laws to rule pre-
eminent. That which was practiced then in
fear and against a reproving conscience, is
now boldly trumpeted abroad as one of the
best means of ameliorating the miseries
and sorrows of humanity. Infanticide is
very prevalent in our nation. It is a crime
that comes within the purview of the law,
and is therefore not so boldly practiced as
is the other equally great crime, which no
doubt, to a great extent, prevents the ne-
cessity of infanticide. The unnatural style
of living, the extensive use of narcotics, the
attempts to destroy and dry up the foun-
tains of life, are fast destroying the Ameri-
can element of the nation; it is passing
away before the increase of the more
healthy, robust, honest, and less sinful class
of the people which are pouring into the
country daily from the Old World. The
wife of the servant man is the mother of
eight or ten healthy children, while the
wife of his master is the mother of one or
two poor, sickly children, devoid of vital-
ity and constitution, and if daughters,
unfit, in their turn, to be mothers, and the
health and vitality which nature has de-
nied them through the irregularities of
their parents are not repaired in the least
by their education. A great proportion of
the leading men of our nation have sprung
from wealthy and influential families, have
been reared and educated in the midst
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