
people are sleigh riding, for there is no 
snow; neither can I conclude that they are 
in the canyon, for the roads cannot be trav-
eled. I do not think that they are fishing 
at this season of the year; neither can they 
all be in attendance at Sabbath schools. 
Then what are they doing? Are they pray-
ing, resting, sleeping, or wasting their time 
in frivolous and unprofitable employ-
ment? We are happy to see large congre-
gations of the Saints in the afternoons. 
This is the only public meetinghouse in 
which meetings are held in the morning 
and afternoon on the Sabbath day in this 
city. The people of Great Salt Lake City 
make to one point to attend meeting in the 
morning and afternoon, unlike the people 
of the large cities of the world. I have seen 
them go to meeting in some of those cit-
ies, and I cannot compare them to any-
thing that will describe them as they ap-
peared to me better than the inhabitants of 
an ant hill. They run in all directions, the 
Methodists jostle against the Baptists, and 
the Baptists against the Presbyterians, and 
the Presbyterians against the Quakers, etc.

Let the people come to meeting, and 
hear what is said, and if any of you are not 
instructed to your satisfaction, be so kind 
as to send up a card to the stand, intimat-
ing your desire to speak, and we will give 
you an opportunity of doing so, to display 
your wisdom; for we wish to learn wisdom 
and get understanding.

We are in a great school, and we 
should be diligent to learn, and continue 
to store up the knowledge of heaven and 
of earth, and read good books, although 
I cannot say that I would recommend  
the reading of all books, for it is not all 
books which are good. Read good books, 
and extract from them wisdom and un-
derstanding as much as you possibly

can, aided by the Spirit of God, for with-
out His Spirit we are left in the dark. 
I have very frequently urged upon the 
people to live so that they can enjoy the 
spirit of revelation, even that intelligence 
which proceeds directly from heaven—
from the fountain of all intelligence. Do 
this people live so? Yes, measurably. We 
improve slowly, and as brother George 
A. Smith has said, we do not improve fast 
enough. I acknowledge that this people are 
improving, and I am proud of it. When 
I address the throne of grace in prayer, I 
am happy to be able to thank God that the 
Latter-day Saints are striving to order their 
lives correctly before Him. I am pleased, I 
am happy, I am full of comfort, of joy, of 
peace, because of the progress this people 
are making; and yet I see how easy it is for 
a person to slide backward, and get into 
darkness and blindness of mind. We are 
prone to wander, and do that which our 
inclinations bid us do; like the boys with 
their sleds, we go up hill very slowly, but 
rush quickly down again. We are too apt to 
be slow to learn righteousness, and quick 
to run in the ways of sin. The adversary 
of our souls is constantly watching to de-
coy us from the path of truth and duty to 
God, until we become reckless in our dis-
obedience to His commandments and to 
the counsels of His servants. There is one 
path—one line to follow to obtain and 
continue in the love and light of the Lord, 
which is, as it were a compass to direct the 
Saint to the haven of safety, and it will not 
vary, for its directions are sure.

We have many duties to perform, and 
a great work is before us. We have Zion to 
build up, and upon this we are all agreed, 
but we differ more or less respecting the 
modus operandi for we wish, in the major-
ity of instances to follow the dictates of our
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