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we possessed while under the guidance of
teachers who have not come from God,
neither hold the power of the Holy Priest-
hood.

This is a great wonder to some. They
cannot understand the difference between
the Latter-day Saints and the Christian
world. Say they: “There are a great many
sectarian churches in the world, and you
Mormons are only one added to the list.”
But this is not so; the principles of truth
are not sectarian in their character. Are not
the Mormons a sect? No. They are the
church of the living God—the Church of
the Firstborn; they are they who have come
out from the world, as Jesus and his follow-
ers did in their generation. This people
have been touched with the light of truth;
they have received the testimony of Jesus,
and know for themselves the truth of the
holy gospel they have embraced. Having
been made participants in the knowledge
of God, through the power and gift of the
Holy Ghost, they speak with assurance of
these things, and not as they speak who
only believe and hope.

“But,” say they who have not embraced
the truth, “we do not know whether that
which you say is true or not.” Suppose you
do not, that does not make the truth false,
and I can tell you how you may find it out.
Repent of your sins, go forth into the waters
of baptism, eschew evil, learn to do well,
seek after the Lord your God with full pur-
pose of heart, and you can obrtain a testi-
mony as we have done—you may learn to
know God and Jesus Christ, whom to know
is life eternal. This is the only principle
upon which you can obtain that knowledge
which you so much desire. Many a person
will say—“If T only knew these things were
so, I would be with you heart and hand.”
I have told you how you can find out.

You cannot be healed of your leprosy of sin
unless you comply with the requirements
of the gospel. When Naaman came to the
prophet Elisha to learn what he should do
to be healed of his leprosy, he went away in
a rage because he was simply told to wash
himself in the river Jordan. But his servants
came near and said unto him—“My father,
if the prophet had bid thee do some great
thing, wouldest thou not have done it?
how much rather then, when he saith to
thee, Wash, and be clean?” Then the Syrian
went and did as he was commanded, and
he was made whole. So it is with us all, we
must comply with the requirements of
heaven before we can receive its blessings.
We need not expect to be cleansed from sin
and made meet receptacles for the in-
dwelling of the Holy Ghost, unless we
yield obedience to the gospel, because this
is the way appointed of God, our heavenly
Father, for bringing us to a knowledge of
the truth. Be honest, then, before God, and
when you are pricked to the heart, and feel
that what is called “Mormonism” may be
true, follow up that feeling until you come
to understanding, and then obey the
gospel, and receive the Holy Ghost, which
will give you a full knowledge of those
things necessary for your salvation and ex-
altation hereafter. If the Lord had com-
manded you to do some great thing—to go
to the ends of the earth or some other dif-
ferent undertaking—would you not have
done it? How much more willing should
you be to comply with these small things
when they are for your own good? Eschew
evil, repent of your sins, and walk in the
ways of truth and righteousness, for they
are the ways of peace and wisdom.

It is wisdom in us to pursue a
course in this, our earthly probation,
that will secure to us eternal life in



