
of the ordinance of the House of 
God.

I am happy in believing that I am asso-
ciated with a people in the majority of
whose minds such feelings and desires pre-
dominate, and to whom the few hints I
have dropped will be sufficient in regard to
the carelessness to which I have referred.
We have the principles of eternal life in our
midst, and we practice them in our lives,
and when the world witness the good ac-
tions of this people, it should be a testi-
mony that they are of God. I say it is a tes-
timony to the world of the truths of High
Heaven revealed through this people, and
it will bring this generation to judgment
unless they listen to and obey the principles
we teach. Do I know that? I do. The world
may scout at it, and say things that are cal-
culated to hurt our feelings, but that will
not alter the truth. We offer the words of
eternal life to the people, and if they will
receive them they are welcome, but if they
will not our testimony will prove unto
them a savor of death unto death, instead
of life unto life.

That which is good tends to exalt us and
to increase in us knowledge, power, under-
standing, and everything worth possessing,
while that which is evil tends to destruc-
tion, and if its practice be persisted in it
will lead to dissolution and even the loss of
our own identity. This is the reward of the
wicked; as the prophet has said, “The
wicked will come to a full stop,” but the
blessing of the righteous is the same as that
pronounced upon Abraham—to their in-
crease there will be no end. This is the
blessing conferred upon the Saints in their
ordinations and endowments under the au-
thority of the Holy Priesthood of the Son
of God—the Melchizedek Priesthood,
which is without beginning of years or

end of days, without father, without
mother, without descent, eternal, in the
Heavens. That authority and priesthood
have been again restored to the earth, and
men are once more empowered to adminis-
ter in the ordinances of the holy gospel.
There is no authority of the kind upon the
face of the earth except through that chan-
nel. None of the sects and denominations
of the world possess that authority. It has
not existed upon the earth for many hun-
dreds of years. Do I know that this is true?
I do, and you may obtain that knowledge
upon the same principle that I obtained
it—by working righteousness and obeying
the ordinances of the gospel as appointed
by Jehovah. Has not the Lord a right to
prescribe the method by which we may ap-
proach Him; and, when He has done it,
shall we scout at the idea and say some
other way will do as well? Verily, no other
way will answer as well. Let us, therefore,
take heed how we prescribe a path for the
Lord to walk in, or subvert the ways of
truth which the Lord has revealed for the
guidance of the children of men. We have
no right to do it. It is for us who have re-
ceived this knowledge to walk therein with
fearfulness and trembling, and yet with
joyful hearts, seeking to the Lord to guide
and direct our steps, that we may always
have His spirit to be with us to enable us to
endure to the end, that we may make sure
of our salvation in the world to come, and
inherit thrones, dominions, and exaltations
in the presence of the Father and the Son.

How few there are of all who have been
on the face of the earth that will find eter-
nal lives?—for strait is the gate and narrow
the way that leads thereto. It is the privilege
of the children of men to attain to this 
if they will be obedient to the require-
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