
of truth, and changed the ordinances of 
the gospel, and if the Lord does not hold 
them in derision now He will by and by, 
for He is not the author of such confusion. 
He has established His kingdom and has 
set His house in order, and has conferred 
His authority upon His servants, and told 
them to go forth and administer in the 
ordinances of salvation for the edifica-
tion of the true and living Church. Then 
let us have respect to these things and live 
our religion, shun all associations with the 
wicked and ungodly, and walk faithfully 
before the Lord our God all our days, that 
we may be entitled to dwell in that holy 
city whose streets will be paved with gold 
and whose maker and founder is God.

This is especially applicable to our 
young people, for Satan uses the wicked 
and ungodly to allure them into forbidden 
paths, and to captivate their hearts by fine 
dresses, nice deportment, smooth speeches, 
lively manners, and so on. I would say to 
my young sisters, that one of these boys or 
Elders, who is ready to stand forth for the 
defense of Israel, to go and preach to the 
nations, work in the canyon, or do any-
thing he may be required to do, though he 
may be dressed in homespun and appear 
rather uncouth, is worth more than a thou-
sand smooth-tongued, hypocritical de-
ceivers, who seek your society only to lead 
you astray. Be careful, my young sisters, 
of the associations you form, and do not 
let your minds be captivated by the giddy 
and worthless, or the first thing you know 
you will wake up in darkness, having made 
shipwreck of your faith through forsak-
ing the ordinances of the House of God. 
How can you who have received these or-
dinances go and fellowship such persons  
and their practices? If you associate  
with the wicked and ungodly you will cut

yourselves off from eternal lives and exal-
tation in the presence of our Father, for 
the wicked can never lead you there—no, 
never. As far as they lead you it will be in 
the ways of misery, death, and destruction. 
Parents should be careful to preserve their 
children in the ways of truth and righ-
teousness, and in the purity of our most 
holy faith, that they may be faithful in 
their day and generation.

If I were in the place of a great many 
of our young men, I would not go out 
on the road to different places, as many 
of them do, just for the sake of earning a 
little money. They too often fall into vile 
company, and learn to profane the name 
of the Deity. There is too much of it here 
in the midst of the Saints. I am sorry to 
say that some who profess to be Latter-
day Saints so far forget themselves as to 
use the name of the Lord in vain, thus 
breaking the commandment, which says, 
“Thou shalt not take the name of the 
Lord in vain.” Instead of the brethren be-
ing so heedless, thoughtless, and reckless 
as to profane the name of the Lord, they 
should hold it in the highest reverence. I 
would say to all, never speak irreverently of 
baptism or of any of the ordinances of the 
House of God. I have heard people, if they 
happened to fall into the water, say that 
they were baptized, and they would laugh 
over it and speak very irreverently. All 
such things tend to evil. Do not indulge 
in such levity. I remember once, before I 
was in the Church, being at a party given 
by one of my neighbors. One of the guests 
was a Latter-day Saint Elder. He said he 
was anxious to dance off some of his su-
perstition and sectarianism. It chanced 
that they had a very poor fiddler and a very 
poor fiddle, and the strings kept break-
ing. This Elder, thinking, I suppose, to
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