
ought to be more fatherly at home, pos-
sessing finer feelings in reference to their 
wives and children, neighbors and friends, 
more kindly and godlike. When I go into 
a family I do admire to see the head of that 
family administering to it as a man of God, 
kind and gentle, filled with the Holy Ghost 
and with the wisdom and understanding of 
Heaven. Men and women can increase their 
spiritual knowledge; they can grow better 
as years multiply upon them. It was so, in 
a measure, with the old prophets. When 
they stood on the verge of the grave, ready 
to give up the ghost and to pass from this 
life to another, they were full of the power 
of the Almighty, and could lay their hands 
on the heads of their children and tell them 
what would befall them down to the latest 
ages. The High Priests and Elders of Israel 
should cultivate this spirit, and live contin-
ually that they can have the revelations of 
the Almighty to guide them, that they may 
grow wiser and better as age advances.

Nothing can be more foolish than the 
idea of a man laying off his religion like a 
cloak or garment. There is no such thing 
as a man laying off his religion unless he  
lays off himself. Our religion should be  
incorporated within ourselves, a part of  
our being that cannot be laid off. If there 
can be such a thing as a man laying off

his religion, the moment he does so he gets 
on to ground he knows nothing about, he 
gives himself over to the powers of dark-
ness; he is not on his own ground; he has 
no business there. The idea of Elders in 
Israel swearing, lying, and giving way to in-
toxication is far beneath them; they ought 
to be above such things. Let us put from 
us every evil, and live by every word that 
proceeds from the mouth of God. Let us 
lay hold of every duty assigned to us with 
ambition and energy, that we may have the 
spirit of our God, the light of truth, and the 
revelations of Jesus Christ within us contin-
ually. God bless the Latter-day Saints. God 
bless the President, the Priesthood, and all 
Israel, and may we be successful in winning 
our way onward in the path of eternal truth 
and glory; and that, as we advance in life, 
we may not only have the privilege of gaz-
ing upon this beautiful scenery within these 
walls, but of meeting together in a temple 
built by the power of the Almighty and the 
united efforts of His Saints; of building the 
Center Stake of Zion; and above all, when 
we have finished our course on the earth, 
that we may have the privilege of coming 
forth in the morning of the first resurrec-
tion with our bodies glorified and singing 
the new song. Amen.
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