
men should not be permitted to do as they
please in all things; for there are rules reg-
ulating all good societies, and the business
intercourse of men with each other, which
are just and righteous in themselves, the vi-
olation of which cannot be countenanced
either by civil or religious usages. It is not
the privilege of any man to waste the time
of his employer under any pretence what-
ever, and the cause of religion, good gov-
ernment, and humanity is not in the least
degree advanced by the practice, but the
contrary is really the case. Men should be
abridged in doing wrong; they should not
be free to sin against God or against man
without suffering such penalties as their
sins deserve.

I have looked upon the community of
the Latter-day Saints in vision and beheld
them organized as one great family of
heaven, each person performing his several
duties in his line of industry, working for
the good of the whole more than for indi-
vidual aggrandizement; and in this I have
beheld the most beautiful order that the
mind of man can contemplate, and the
grandest results for the upbuilding of the
kingdom of God and the spread of righ-
teousness upon the earth. Will this people
ever come to this order of things? Are they
now prepared to live according to that pa-
triarchal order that will be organized
among the true and faithful before God
receives His own? We all concede the point
that when this mortality falls off; and with
it its cares, anxieties, love of self, love of
wealth, and love of power, and all the con-
flicting interests which pertain to this
flesh, that then, when our spirits have re-
turned to God who gave them, we will be
subject to every requirement that He 
may make of us, that we shall then live to-
gether as one great family; our interest will 
be a general, a common interest. Why

can we not so live in this world? This
people have been gathered together for a
further purpose than to prepare them to be
one in the faith of the doctrine of Christ,
to be one in the proclamation of the
Gospel in all the world; to be one in our
obedience to the ordinances of the house of
God. All this we could have done in the
different countries from whence we have
been gathered out. We could have lived
and died there, as many have, in faithful-
ness to the spiritual requirements of our re-
ligion, if the Lord had not had in view a
great spiritual and temporal purpose in
gathering His people from the four winds.
The order of God among men is not com-
plete without a gathering. Hence Jesus
says—“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that
killest the prophets, and stonest them
which are sent unto thee, how often would
I have gathered thy children together, even
as a hen gathereth her chickens under her
wings, and ye would not!” And because
they would not be gathered and avail
themselves of the great blessings conse-
quent upon it, their house was left unto
them desolate, etc.

We are gathered together expressly to
build up the kingdom of God. We are not
gathered together to build up the kingdom
of this world. The voice of God has not
called us together from the uttermost parts
of the earth to build up and enrich those
who are diametrically opposed to His king-
dom and its interests. No, but we are gath-
ered together expressly to become of one
heart and of one mind in all our operations
and endeavors to establish Christ’s spiritual
and temporal kingdom upon the earth, to
prepare for the coming of the Son of Man
in power and great glory.

When the everlasting gospel is
preached by the power of the Holy
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