
who will sustain the kingdom of God? This
is my text for the Latter-day Saints, and I
wish it to be constantly held before them
until they exemplify it in their lives, by be-
coming of one heart and of one mind in all
things in righteousness and holiness before
the Lord.

To observe the Word of Wisdom is
nothing more than we ought to have done
over thirty years ago. Touching this matter,
I tell the people the will of God concerning
them, and then they are left to do as they
please in obeying it or not. It is a piece of
good counsel which the Lord desires His
people to observe, that they may live on
the earth until the measure of their creation
is full. This is the object the Lord had in
view in giving that Word of Wisdom. To
those who observe it He will give great wis-
dom and understanding, increasing their
health, giving strength and endurance to
the faculties of their bodies and minds
until they shall be full of years upon the
earth. This will be their blessing if they will
observe His word with a good and willing
heart and in faithfulness before the Lord.

I am talking to the bishops continually
almost, giving them instruction and ad-
vice, but it is hard for them to get the
people to be guided by them. Now, for
example, we will take the least ward in
the city, and suppose the people all con-
sent to be guided and controlled by the
word of the Lord in all things, to be faith-
ful in their labor and in the discharge of
every duty, being economical, prudent,
and industrious in all their labors, taking
care of everything, abstaining from the
use of spirituous liquor, tea, coffee, and
tobacco, etc., also to let doctors alone,
and faithfully abide the word of the Lord
relating to the sick, manufacturing what
they need to wear, and raising what

they need for food; saving their dollars as
they happen to get them by the sale of
some of their products, sustaining them-
selves in all things, wanting only what they
can produce in the country from the ele-
ments and the labor of their hands—sup-
pose, I say, they were to take this course,
three years would not pass away before the
people of that ward would be able to pro-
duce everything they need in life. Thus, by
a union of purpose and a concentration of
action, that little ward would soon be able
to buy out their neighboring wards, who
would persist in pursuing the opposite
course; and perhaps fifteen years would not
pass away before this prudent ward would
be able to buy out and own this whole city,
if they continued to do as they were desired
to do, and the rest of the wards pursued
their own way. I pray my brethren the
Bishops, the Elders, the Seventies, the
Apostles, yea, every man and woman and
child who has named the name of Christ to
be of one heart and of one mind, for if we
do not become of one heart and mind we
shall surely perish by the way.

Before I close my remarks I will again
remind my brethren and sisters that we
have a duty to perform in sending for our
brethren and sisters who are in foreign
lands. We wish to gather them together. As
to whether they will stick to the faith after
they are gathered I know not, neither do I
care. It is better to feed nine unworthy per-
sons than to omit feeding one who is wor-
thy among the ten. So it is with clothing
the needy and sending for the poor. They
must have the same opportunities for sal-
vation that we have, for the neglect of
which they will be held accountable in the
day of judgment as we will also be. Let us
send for the poor. We are doing consi-

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES156


