
I am thankful that I have the privilege 
of meeting with you; I am thankful for the 
blessings of this day, and that I live in this 
age of the world. The beginning of this 
dispensation of the fullness of times may 
well be compared to the commencement 
of a temple, the material of which it is to 
be built being still scattered, unshaped 
and unpolished, in a state of nature. I am 
thankful that the way is being prepared, 
and that we have the privilege of erecting 
a spiritual and moral superstructure—a 
temple of God. I am happy to be a mem-
ber of this community; it is my joy, my 
delight to perform the little services which 
God has given me ability to do for the 
temporal and spiritual welfare of the chil-
dren of men, for the establishment of the 
kingdom of God upon the earth, and for 
the bringing forth of His laws.

We have been gathered to the valleys of 
these mountains for the express purpose of 
purifying ourselves, that we may become 
polished stones in the temple of God, for 
it is written, “Him that overcometh will I 
make a pillar in the temple of my God, and 
he shall go no more out.” Christ is rep-
resented as a living stone, chosen of God 
and precious, and the Apostle represents 
the Saints “as lively stones, are built up a  
spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to  
offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to 
God by Jesus Christ.” We “are no more

strangers and foreigners, but fellowciti-
zens with the saints, and of the household 
of God; And are built upon the founda-
tion of apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
himself being the chief corner stone; In 
whom all the building fitly framed to-
gether groweth unto an holy temple in the 
Lord.” Then my brethren, “what agree-
ment hath the temple of God with idols? 
for ye are the temple of the living God; as 
God hath said, I will dwell in them, and 
walk in them; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people. Wherefore come 
out from among them, and be ye separate, 
saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean 
thing; and I will receive you. And be a 
Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons 
and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.” 
We are here for the purpose of establish-
ing the kingdom of God on the earth. 
To be prepared for this work it has been 
necessary to gather us out from the na-
tions and countries of the world, for if we 
had remained in those lands we could not 
have received the ordinances of the Holy 
Priesthood of the Son of God, which are 
necessary for the perfection of the Saints 
preparatory to His coming.

The great work of the gathering in the 
last days was plainly seen by the ancient 
Prophets and Apostles, and the glory of 
Zion was portrayed to them by the Spirit; 
but the sufferings and labors and toils and
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