
I have not the least disposition to talk to 
you if you do not wish me to, and if you 
say you do not want me, I will say good 
morning and go home. It is no pleasure to 
talk to a people who will not receive what 
you say. You know me, and then again you 
do not know me. You do not know who 
Heber C. Kimball is, or you would do bet-
ter. You do not know yourselves, do you? 
Then how can you expect to know me? A 
man came to me this morning desiring to 
have some talk with me. I asked him if he 
was an honest, upright, truthful man? He 
replied that he thought he had no right to 
answer that question; but finally, he said 
he was an honest man. After he said that, 
it was revealed to me what sort of a man 
he was, but not before. I wish the people 
here today to behave themselves, as this 
is the Sabbath. Do you know what is the 
gospel? The gospel is the power of God 
unto all that obey, not unto all that be-
lieve, for the devils believe. Suppose now, 
for instance, I had here three rules, one a 
twelve inch, one a six inch and one a three 
inch. Would the three-inch rule measure 
as far as the twelve inch? No; nor can the 
three inch or the six-inch man measure as 
far as the twelve-inch man, yet both may

be good men and just as good as the man 
that can circumscribe thirteen inches. 
Therefore, if a man in this respect should 
be a little behind, we should not whip him 
up as we would a horse, but we should be 
lenient towards him.

What brother Stevenson has said this 
morning is all good, and you would know 
it if you read the Bible and the Book of 
Mormon. There is not one quarter of you 
that read those books as much as I do; if 
you did, you would know they coincide 
the one with the other. This book, the 
Book of Mormon, is a pure record, and 
I know it, although it treats of wars and 
contentions. I have lived nearly all my life 
where it came forth and I understand all 
about it.

I have been to the altar where Adam 
offered sacrifices and blessed his sons and 
then left them and went to heaven. Now 
I want you to read the Bible and the Book 
of Mormon, for we have to build a city, 
we who are righteous and keep the celestial 
law, we have to build a city that will com-
pare with the one that has gone to heaven. 
Consider these things and then see how 
you are progressing.

Y o u  s i t  i n  j u d g m e n t  o n  y o u r  
neighbors,  when you are guilty of

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES188

FORBEARANCE TO EACH OTHER—NECESSITY OF READING  
THE BIBLE AND BOOK OF MORMON—COUNSEL TO  

THE YOUNG BRETHREN

REMARKS BY PRESIDENT HEBER C.  KIMBALL,  DELIVERED IN THE TABERNACLE,  

BOUNTIFUL, SUNDAY, APRIL 12,  1868

Reported by Elder  Wm. Thurbood

z

JOD Vol 12-LIVE.indd   188JOD Vol 12-LIVE.indd   188 5/16/20   8:31 PM5/16/20   8:31 PM


