
Orson Pratt came to my house. I was 
standing in the door yard when he came, 
and at the time I felt much of the holy 
Spirit upon me. I was then a potter at my 
wheel. While brother Pratt was talking with 
me a voice spake to him and said, “Orson, 
my son, that man will one day become one 
of my apostles.” I did not know this till af-
terwards. A voice also spoke to me and told 
me my lineage, and I told my wife Vilate 
that she was of the same lineage, and she 
believed it. I told her also that we would 
never be separated. I could tell you a thou-
sand things that happened in that early day. 
I have been, as I have already told you, to 
where Adam offered sacrifices and blessed 
his sons, and I felt as though there were 
hundreds of angels there, and there were 
angels there like unto the three Nephites. I 
have also been over the hill Cumorah, and 
I understand all about it. I remember the 
time when I was baptized into the church, 
and how after I was baptized, Alpheus 
Gifford said he felt impressed to ordain me 
an elder. I was on my knees and jumped 
up and told him to hold on that I was not 
a learned man, and I thought that my or-
dination would injure the work. But pres-
ently the Holy Ghost came upon me till I 
thought that I should be burnt up. I could 
speak in tongues and prophesy, and I un-
derstood the scriptures. And now let me tell 
you that I was never made to die, that is 
spiritually; but that I am an inhabitant of

this earth and will never destroy my right 
to it. It is my Father’s and I know it, and 
His angels administer to men. This you 
can read in the Book of Mormon. Cleave 
now to the truth, and remember that a 
limb separated from a tree is not much, 
and so we are not much when separated 
from the truth. Therefore honor God and 
honor those you know; for if you do not 
honor those you know you will not honor 
God. If my children will not subject them-
selves to me they will not subject them-
selves to God; and so with our wives, they 
cannot honor God unless they honor us.

Jesus said, “Suffer little children to 
come unto me: for of such is the kingdom 
of heaven.” They are heirs to the kingdom 
of heaven, and when they die they go to 
heaven. They are with Jesus. Our children 
are heirs to our rights and privileges, and 
when an earth is organized for us we will 
take our children there as God our Father 
brought His children here when He came.

Let us be faithful and humble and 
keep the commandments; and if we will 
eat meat, let us eat that which is mild. I 
am inclined to think that pig meat is not 
good, and that fine flour is not good, and 
the finer the flour we eat the shorter will be 
our lives. It would be better for us to eat 
coarse bread, such as the Graham bread. I 
now feel to say peace be with you, peace 
rest upon you and I say my peace shall rest 
upon you. Amen.
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