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bonnets and hats, and wear them when
you come to this tabernacle; and make hats
for your husbands and sons to wear, and
for your brothers and your sisters, your
daughters and your mothers, and let us see
all the sisters and all our brethren and all
our children wearing hats and bonnets of
material produced and manufactured by
ourselves. I have been pleading for this for
years and years.

This is leap year; let the ladies take the
lead in this and every other species of home
industry at which they can be employed.
We have asked the sisters to organize them-
selves into Relief Societies; I again ask the
sisters in every ward of the Territory to do
so, and get women of good understanding
to be your leaders, and then get counsel
from men of understanding; and let your
fashions proceed from yourselves, and be-
come acquainted with those noble traits of
character which belong to your sex. Ever
since I knew that my mother was a woman
I have loved the sex, and delight in their
chastity. The man who abuses, or tries to
bring dishonor upon the female sex is a
fool, and does not know that his mother
and his sisters were women. Women are
more ready to do and love the right than
men are; and if they could have a little
guidance, and were encouraged to carry
out the instincts of their nature, they
would effect a revolution for good in any
community a great deal quicker than
men can accomplish it. Men have been
placed on the earth to bear rule and to
lead in every good work, and if they
would do their duty today in our own gov-
ernment, and then throughout the world,
they would stop whining about the “Mor-
mons” marrying so many wives, and the
ladies would have somebody to protect
them and they would not need to flee to
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the “Mormon” Elders for protection. But
outside of this community they are de-
stroying the sex, ruining all they can, and
then they boast of their villainy. Shall I say
that the women are shortsighted? I will say
they are weak; I will say that it is in their
nature to confide in and look to the sterner
sex for guidance, and thus they are the
more liable to be led astray and ruined. It
is the decree of the Almighty upon them to
lean upon man as their superior, and he has
abused his privilege as their natural protec-
tor and covered them with abuse and dis-
honor.

I wish the whole people of the United
States could hear me now, I would say to
them, let every man in the land over eight-
een years of age take a wife, and then go to
work with your hands and cultivate the
earth, or labor at some mechanical busi-
ness, or some honest trade to provide an
honest living for yourselves and those who
depend upon you for their subsistence; ob-
serving temperance, and loving truth and
virtue; then would the women be cared
for, be nourished, honored, and blest, be-
coming honorable mothers of a race of
men and women farther advanced in
physical and mental perfection than their
fathers. This would create a revolution in
our country, and would produce results
that would be of incalculable good. If they
would do this, the Elders of this Church
would not be under the necessity of taking
so many wives. Will they do this? No, they
will not; and there are many who will con-
tinue to ruin every virtuous woman they
can, buying the virtue of woman with
money and deception, and thus, the
lords of creation proceed from one con-
quest to another, boasting of their victo-
ries, leaving ruin, tears, and death in their
pathway; and what have they conquered?
A poor, weak, confiding, loving wo-



