
human life. There is nothing to prevent us 
commencing, by observing the Word of 
Wisdom, to lengthen our days, in accor-
dance with the words of the prophecies of 
Isaiah, which says, “for as the days of a tree 
are the days of my people.”

There are several subjects I wish to 
refer to in addressing my brethren in 
Conference. One of them is the emigra-
tion of the poor from Europe, which was 
agitated last Fall Conference. Some of the 
brethren have contributed liberally, and 
sufficient means has been collected to aid 
a considerable number; but nothing like 
what was desired. Yet with what has been 
raised here, with that which may be pos-
sessed by some who are partly able to help 
themselves, we expect to bring five thou-
sand adults to the railway terminus. We 
also expect to raise the wagons, mules, and 
oxen necessary to fit up teams, and the 
necessary provisions and teamsters, guards 
and arms, to go from here to the terminus 
of the railroad, and bring home the breth-
ren and sisters and their children who may 
gather to that point. We also want to make 
plans and calculations, and every man and 
woman throughout the Territory should 
feel that it is a part of their duty to con-
tribute his or her share to accomplish this; 
and then to lay a foundation for setting all 
these people to work at something that will 
enable them to live and acquire a compe-
tence as well as return the means expended 
in bringing them here. Those indebted 
to the Perpetual Emigration Fund should 
feel the importance of paying their indebt-
edness; and those who are not indebted 
should feel alive and awake to the accom-
plishment of this object. It is a great and 
glorious work which we have undertaken, 
and it will never do for us to be discour-
aged and leave it half done.

There is another subject under consider-
ation, which weighs very heavily upon the 
minds of the Saints. The Word of Wisdom 
recommends us to use the flesh of animals 
sparingly. The law of Moses prohibited to 
Israel the use of swine’s flesh; but in the 
Gentile world at the present day it is con-
sidered superior, as food, to almost every 
other kind of flesh. And even among us, 
with the education and training that we 
have received, there is a great deal of it 
used. It seems to be a pretty general idea 
among the people that swine’s flesh can 
be more easily raised than any other; but 
there is no doubt that, with proper care 
and attention, other kinds of meat might 
be produced with equal facility. For some 
reason God, by special law, prohibited its 
use to the children of Israel; and it cer-
tainly seems desirable that we should also 
discontinue its use, as within the past 
few years in some countries where a great 
amount of pork has been consumed the 
people have been afflicted with a kind of 
pestilence—a disease which is considered 
incurable. It is therefore wise and prudent 
for us to adopt plans to procure supplies 
from other sources. In some countries 
the culture of fish has recently been in-
troduced. It was commenced, in the first 
place, by sportsmen for the purpose of 
increasing the amusement of anglers; but 
the French government, under the reign of 
the present Emperor, have commenced to 
stock the rivers of France with fish for the 
purpose of increasing the supply of health- 
ful food to the people. This is being  
done successfully in New England, 
where rivers were formerly well stocked 
with salmon and other varieties of fish,  
though for many years they have become 
extinct. Laws have been passed in New 
Hampshire, Maine, and other Eastern
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