
nothing but what is the Lord’s. He has only
made me steward over it, to see what I will
do with it. I have never walked across the
streets to make a trade. I do not care any-
thing about such things; I desire to preach
the gospel and build up the Kingdom of
God. True, I have considerable wealth, but
it has not been my wisdom that has put it
in my possession. There are many men
who are so anxious for wealth, that if they
cannot make a fortune in a few months,
they feel they are not succeeding according
to their desires, and they turn to something
else. I do not do this; nor am I anxious to
spend a dollar as fast as I make it. Some
people feel as if a dollar would burn a hole
in their pockets; and you will see a great
many almost crazy to spend whatever they
have. When they see wheat selling for a
price far below its value, instead of putting
it in a bin and keeping it, they dispose of
it—throw it away, comparatively speaking.
I keep it, and by this means I am now able
to feed the public hands.

Years ago, Brother Kimball counseled
the people to lay up two year’s provisions,
and then enough for four, for six, and for
seven years. I have it now, and I am dealing
it out. Some people have so much faith
that although the grasshoppers are around
in such vast numbers, they are confident of
an abundant harvest, because of the move-
ments made to gather the poor this season.
They say the Lord would not inspire His
servants to bring the poor from the nations
that they might starve. And so believing,
they will go and sell the last bushel of
wheat for comparatively nothing, trusting
in God to provide for their wants. My faith
is not of this kind; it is reasonable. If the
Lord gives good crops this season, and 
tells us to lay up from that abundance, I do

not think He will increase His blessings
upon us if we foolishly squander those He
has already given us. I believe He will bless
the earth for His people’s sake; and I will
till it and try to get a crop from it; but if I
neglect to take advantage of the goodness
of the Lord, or misuse or treat lightly His
mercies, I need not expect that they will be
continued upon me to the same extent.
Have not my sisters here, gleaned in the
fields around for years past? And when they
have had their gleanings thrashed out, have
they not taken the grain to the stores and
sold it to our enemies, instead of laying it
by? And yet they will expect to be blessed
continually with plenty! I have not so
much faith as this. I have a reasonable
faith, a sustaining faith, one that I can
build my hopes upon; and I think I will
not be disappointed. I labor and toil, but I
do not waste my labor.

Now, you who wish to hire out with the
wicked and mingle with the ungodly, does
it suit you to hear the name and character
of the Deity profaned, and every principle
of propriety violated? If you go to the gold
mines, or wherever the wicked are, you
will hear the name of that Being whom
you recognize and acknowledge as your
Savior, blasphemed and taken in vain, and
the name and character of the Almighty
vilified and abused. Can you bear this?
Does it suit you to have your ears saluted
with such language and your spirits con-
taminated with such society? I would not
associate with those who blaspheme the
name of God, nor would I let my family
associate with them. By this you may
know whether you are in the path that
leads to life and salvation. If you can hear
the name of the Deity lightly spoken of
and blasphemed, and not be shocked at it
you may know that you are not in that
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