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path. Some of the young men who had
been with the surveying party last year,
wanted to come into my house as friends
and visit my daughters, when they came
home. They asked me if I had any objec-
tions. I told them I had. They asked me the
reason. My reply was, I believe you have
been wicked, while you have been gone.
Have you not been in the habit of taking
the name of the Deity in vain? They admit-
ted they had occasionally; and I told them
that was my objections to their being in
my house. I do not wish my daughters to
be entangled with any who do not serve
God. I would rather see everyone of them
sealed to Father Perkins here, who is 85
years of age, than that any of them should
be sealed to a wicked man.

Can you mingle with the wicked and
feel contented in their company? If you can
you are on the road to destruction; you are
not on the road to perfection. If you can
deal, and trade, and visit, and ride, and be
with the ungodly, and cannot see the dif-
ference between them and the righteous, if
you are ever saved in any decent kingdom,
it will be because you are totally ignorant.
But if you can truthfully say, I love prayer,
not swearing; I love truth, not lying; I love
honesty, not dishonesty; I love God and
His laws, you may be assured you are on
the road to exaltation and eternal life. Let
us sustain the kingdom of God; and if we
do, we will sustain ourselves in truth and
righteousness.

From my remarks, some may gather
the idea that if a poor, miserable, corrupt,
wicked person was to be found among us,
who was suffering for lack of food, he
should be turned out of doors. No, no;
feed him, and let him go his own way;
but do not let him have any influence
in your families. Be kind to all as our
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Father in heaven is kind. He sends His rain
upon the just and the unjust; and gives the
sun to shine upon the evil and the good. So
let our goodness extend to all the works of
His hands, where we can; but do not yield
to the spirit and influence of evil. Do not
encourage wickedness in our midst. Do
not encourage the wicked to come and live
with us, to lead our brethren astray. Do not
follow after vain and foolish fashions. If
our ladies see a new fashion brought in by
some poor, miserable, corrupt person, they
adopt it; and everyone wants to pattern
after the fashions that are brought here no
matter how ridiculous they may be nor
how wicked the person who introduces
them. Many of the fashions are unbecom-
ing and inconvenient. They do not become
Saints. And the daughters of Israel should
understand what fashions they should
have, without borrowing from the impure
and unrighteous. They should hearken to
the counsels of those whom God has ap-
pointed to lead His people. We have the
words of life; we are the head; and we
should lead in fashions and in everything
that is right and proper; and not be led by
the world. We have salvation to offer to the
people; and if they will not accept it, the
result will be with themselves.

The Latter-day Saints should wake up
and begin to think of these things. We
must mark out a path for ourselves and
walk in it. Just as sure as we are the Church
and Kingdom of God, just so sure have we
to give laws and fashions to the world,
sooner or later. When we walk humbly be-
fore the Lord and observe His precepts, we
can say to the world, follow us and our
fashions. Then they may offer us fash-
ions—new ones—from New York, from
London, from Paris, but we will not have



