
where is the land of Zion? It is wherever
the finger of the Lord has pointed out for
His people to gather to. That is the place to
go to. I recollect a lady asking me in
Canada, in 1832 or ‘33, how large Jackson
County was; and when I said 30 miles
square, said she, “Suppose the whole world
would embrace your doctrine, how would
they get into Jackson County?” My reply
was that, “Jackson County, in that case,
would cover the whole world. Zion will ex-
pand as far as the necessity of the case re-
quires it. You need not fear but there will
be room for you, if you believe and gather
with the Saints.”

We commenced teaching the people the
doctrine of Jesus, and then we commenced
to build up the Kingdom of Heaven on the
earth. We commenced this years ago. Have
we been successful? In part, we have. A few
have been gathered together, but our work
is not accomplished. The Lord never could
teach His people while they were among
the wicked how to live by themselves, how
to unite their efforts and their whole power
for the establishment of His Kingdom.
This kingdom is not of the world, says
Jesus. It is different from any other king-
dom that is now upon the earth; and while
the people of it are mixed with the people
of other nations and kingdoms, the Lord
could never teach them how to establish
His Kingdom. He must get them away
from the wicked; gather them out; bring
them into a place He has reserved for them
to gather together, where He can teach
them of His laws.

As I said once to my brethren in the school
of the Prophets—I have not asked you, I dare
not ask you to fulfil almost the first require-
ment of the Kingdom of Heaven, almost the
simplest principle, and one of the first

things that should be observed. I have not
asked the people yet to perform this great
labor, I will say it is a great labor, and if I
were to refer it to you, you would say the
same. You may ask what it is? It is to love
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with
all thy mind, and with all thy strength, and
thy neighbor as thyself. Now, is this not al-
most one of the first requirements that
God has made of His people? and I have
not yet required it of the people. Love the
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and then
speak evil of thy neighbor? No, no! Love
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
speak that which is not true? No, oh, no!
Love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and take that which is not thy own? No,
no, no! Love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and seek after the riches of the world
and forsake your religion? No! Love the
Lord thy God with all thy heart and take
His name in vain, curse, and swear? No,
never! If the love of God was really in the
hearts of all who call themselves Latter-day
Saints, there would be no more swearing,
no more lying, no more deceiving, no
more speaking evil of one another, no more
running after the ungodly nor dealing with
the enemies of Zion, no more running
after the gold mines; nothing would be
sought after only to build up the Kingdom
of God. This we have not yet asked. But we
do ask some things. Let us forsake those
sins that are so grievous, and let us try to
do right before the Heavens and with each
other. Look at the Elders of Israel today;
how many of them are gone to hunt gold.
Hundreds of them are running off to
Cheyenne to get work on the railroad.
Where are their crops, their flocks, and
their families? All left, that they may get a
little wealth.

We have been crying to the people
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