THE OBJECT OF GATHERING, ETC.

he would teach them how to keep house.
How many sisters set up their stock-
ings by guesswork, and do not know the
number of the yarn and the number of
the needles to use? In this matter I would
instruct many of the sisters, if they would
not take umbrage at me for doing so. The
sisters ought to know about housekeeping
and the brethren who farm about farm-
ing, but they need to be taught. Learn to
be neat and cleanly in all that you do. Do
you ask me if I am going to dictate you in
such matters? If I am not to dictate you,
you are not to be saved in the kingdom I
calculate to be saved in. If I know some-
thing that you do not understand it is my
duty to teach you; and if you know some-
thing that I do not know, it is your duty to
communicate your knowledge to me, till
we become perfect by increasing in knowl-
edge. Brethren, we have many things yet to
learn. Many of the brethren south are ru-
ined by running in debt; men of handsome
property, which will go for comparatively
nothing because of their vain imaginations.

Ye Latter-day Saints, learn to sustain
yourselves, produce everything you need to
eat, drink or wear; and if you cannot obtain
all you wish for today, learn to do without
that which you cannot purchase and pay
for; and bring your minds into subjection
that you must and will live within your
means. When we, as a people, can come to
understand that we can live by ourselves,
then we can live of ourselves, without any
outside world. We did live so when we first
came here. Were there any stores to go to?
Were there places to go to where money
could be hired? Did we live? Yes. Were we
healthy? Yes. Much healthier, as a people,
than we are now. Did we grow and in-
crease? Yes; and as soon as we had time to
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till the earth and reap a crop, we produced
wheat and corn and potatoes. We turned
our cattle on to the range to make our
beef. We had plenty of wheat. We began
to make our clothing here. We drove in
sheep and we took care of the wool, and
made it into cloth. I brought a carding
machine with me. It was the only one in
the Territory for years, and it carded up a
great deal of wool. We made up this wool
into cloth and wore it. When the gold
came, then merchants came and the spirit
of speculation came. Then men ran to the
gold mines to get money; and then was
the rush to the stores. Says the husband “I
must have a suit of broadcloth and a fine
pair of boots;” while the wife and daugh-
ters said they must have nice bonnets and
dresses; and this has been continued until
we have involved ourselves.

Are you going to be dictated in these
matters? Yes, or you will sooner or later
leave the Kingdom of God and go some-
where else. Is it hard to say this to the
people? Is it infringing upon their rights?
They have the privilege to choose the good
or to choose the evil. It is as manly and as
praiseworthy for an individual to make
the choice to do good, work righteousness
and love and serve God—it is more noble,
than to choose the downward road. One or
the other will be the choice of every indi-
vidual. Do not trifle with evil, or you will
be overcome by it before you know. Our
business is to build up the Zion of God on
the earth. Do you think you will do it and
go hand in hand with the wicked? No,
never. I know you may say, and say truly,
according to the parable spoken by Jesus
to his disciples, when the bridegroom was
coming, the cry was, “Go ye out to meet
him,” but while he tarried, they all slum-
bered and slept. And when they awoke
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