
the word gladly in the first place, and were
perhaps a good deal elated with the idea of
being members of the Kingdom of God on
the earth; but when they begin to live in
that Kingdom and find that those ideas are
not realized as fast as they imagined they
would be, they get dull, and fancy the work
does not progress. Perhaps they neglect
their prayers; they think it is of little use to
pray; they become cold, slothful, and dull,
and their minds become darkened. Instead
of living so as to enjoy a full measure and
flow of the Spirit of God, they become dis-
contented and dissatisfied with the King-
dom of God and the principles of our holy
religion.

If we only reflect, when we enlisted in
this cause it was for a lifetime—for eter-
nity; not for a few days, or a year or two,
and then to fall away and return again to
the beggarly elements of the world. We did
not receive these principles with any such
idea; but we enlisted for time and for all
eternity under King Emanuel’s banner. We
covenanted that we would keep the law of
God, walk humbly before Him, and do all
in our power to build up Zion, and hold
on to those principles made known in His
kingdom, that we might attain to the bless-
ings which were in the future. They who
get weary and discontented think, perhaps,
that they are not called and chosen. Why,
we are called or chosen to be righteous, holy
beings; and let us remember that the time
for being chosen because we have been
righteous will come after a while, and
happy will be that individual who has so
lived up to his privileges as to be among the
chosen ones. If we wish to attain to this
great blessing we must live for it, and not be
neglectful in regard to the things of God.
We must apply our religion to our daily

lives. We can meet and sing and pray and
soar away in the spirit, for we have as much
in our spiritual exercises as any people on
the earth to raise our drooping spirits and
fill our souls with joy; but, on the other
hand, our religion does not consist of that
alone; it is practical.

We read that when the Kingdom of
God shall be set up, the kingdoms of this
world shall be broken in pieces; and that
the power shall pass into the hands of the
righteous and the just preparatory to that
day when Jesus shall reign “King of nations
as he now reigns King of Saints.” We are
engaged in this preparatory work—the dis-
pensation of the fullness of times in which
this great temporal kingdom, which shall
stand forever, is being established, and you
and I, brethren and sisters, if we are united
and earnest in our efforts for the promo-
tion of the principles of truth, may become
happy instruments in the hands of the
Lord in assisting in this great work. This is
the dispensation of the fullness of times,
and it comprises the keys, powers, and au-
thorities of all the dispensations since the
world began; and we should live so as to
enjoy a full flow of the Spirit of God so
that we may progress and commune with
Jehovah and holy beings, for the heavens
are ready to drop with fatness if we will
make good use of the blessings already con-
ferred upon us. When we do this with
clean hands and a pure heart before the
Lord, blessings will flow to Israel in greater
abundance than ever before. Look where
you will upon the face of the earth and you
can find no people blessed as we are even
now. Why is it? Because we have a better
country, and have better opportunities for
bringing forth the blessings of the earth in
a temporal point of view? No; we labor
under many disadvantages that are un-
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