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known in most other places; and yet we are
more comfortable and happy than any
other people. It is because the blessings of
the Almighty are with us, and we shall have
them in greater abundance inasmuch as we
will cleave to the Lord and prove to Him
our integrity.

But I fear there is a great neglect of
prayer in the midst of this people. It is our
privilege, nay, more, it is our duty to seek
to the Lord frequently, that we may enjoy
the full measure of His Spirit. Peradventure
there may be something between us and
our brother or siste—we may have spoken
evil of them, or they may have spoken evil
of us. We may have neglected our secret
prayers, or to pray in our families; and if so
we shall decrease in that good spirit which
ought to pervade every breast, and we are
more liable to yield to the evil influences
that are around us and to become more
captious in our remarks with our brethren,
and less courteous, civil, and circumspect
in our intercourse one with another, and
more apt to say things that are calculated to
injure the feelings of our brethren. Perhaps
we neglect our fences and let our stock tres-
pass on our neighbors’ fields, gardens, or or-
chards, and give them occasion to say hard
things about us; and then we go and retali-
ate and speak hasty words. To carry this idea
a little further, perhaps we take that which
is not our own, or borrow and do not re-
turn, or perhaps we go and take down our
neighbor’s fence on purpose to let our stock
go and get his hay or grain. Or, perhaps,
some amongst us go hunting stock on Sun-
day, or to the canyons with our teams, when
we should be keeping the Sabbath day holy.
It may be possible that a great many of this
people practice some of these things
and thus prevent a free flow of the Spirit
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of God unto themselves, and get darkened
in the counsels of their minds. This should
not be. If any of us find ourselves in this
dilemma let us seck at once to remove the
obstacles from our path, just as we would
raise the gate if necessary to let down the
stream to irrigate our gardens. Many a soul
may be drooping for the want of spiritual
moisture, and they do not know what the
difficulty is. There are obstacles in the way
that need removing, that our minds may be
enlightened by the light of the Spirit of the
living God.

It is moreover necessary that we should
take this course that we may be united,
that when the word shall come from our
bishop, or a call is made upon us by any in
authority who has a right to dictate, we
may be ready to respond and be glad of the
opportunity of so doing. A man should
never fail of improving the opportunities
that are given him for doing good, or he
will be the loser if he dies. A man may per-
haps feel a little elated if he escape the call
of a bishop or get excused, thinking that it
militated a little in his favor; but who is
there who has ever felt so, but what he has
had seasons of regret for not going forth
manfully and freely performing the duty
required of him? How much better such
persons would feel if they had done so. On
the other hand how well they feel who have
always responded to every call made upon
them! I do not think there is a person that
lives who feels different. If he does, he feels
very different to what I do. How often
have I witnessed the pride and joy the
brethren have felt in relation to this in their
reunions at the parties of the “Mormon
Battalion,” the “Pioneers,” and “Zion’s
Camp,” and other associations. How
many have said to me, “I was with you at
such a place, and such a place; and I was



