
enough for their land, and they were, I
think, the poorest people I have yet found
in this Territory. I told them they were
criminally poor, that there was no reason
for their being so, but that it was the result
of their indolence and bad management. I
said to them, “Suppose you rented this
land, and the owner should come and see
you, and find what a condition his land
was in—overrun with cockle and black
seed and the weeds so numerous that they
choke out the grain, would he not upbraid
you and take a portion of that land from
you and let it to others who would culti-
vate it properly?” Said I, “You complain of
poverty, but you have more land than you
can handle properly, and that is the great
cause of your poverty. Then, again, you
had more cattle than you could take care
of, and the Indians got them. Now if you
had had fewer cattle, and had taken better
care of them, the Indians would not have
taken them and you would have been bet-
ter off.” I told them they had better dispose
of a portion of their land, and keep no
more than they could cultivate properly,
and they would get twice the amount of
grain they ever got before and with less
labor. This was for the want of intelligent
farming. How many of us here do not reap
half such crops as we might reap for the
same reason? It has been said by somebody
that, “He who makes two spears of grass
grow where but one grew before is a bene-
factor to his race;” but how much more so
is he who, by his superior intelligence, helps
to increase the necessaries and comforts of
life! Let us learn to analyze the soil and
know its component parts, then we will un-
derstand whether it is best adapted to the
growth of vegetables, or wheat or other
kinds of grain; and know where to put
trees, strawberries, and other things, that

they may have the kind of soil best adapted
to their growth.

The recuperation of the soil, too, is a
matter of great importance. Some people
think if they put manure on the land, that
is all it requires. There is some land that
would be better with sand mixed with the
soil; some would be benefited by having
clay mixed with it. If we would pursue this
course we might cultivate less land and re-
ceive a greater reward for our labor.

We might also cultivate lucerne, carrots,
beets, and cabbages to keep a cow. Now the
custom is in most cases to send them to the
range, making them travel from eight to
twelve miles daily. This causes their feet to
become tender, and they have to be sent to
the blacksmith’s to be shod; and when they
get to the range there is little but bitter
weeds for them to eat. This is no way to
keep a cow. If we wish them to be of any
service they should be well fed with lucerne
or other suitable food, and kept up in the
city and attended to properly; then a cow
would do some good, give good milk and
butter, which go a great way towards mak-
ing a family comfortable. Then, again, al-
most anybody can keep a few chickens,
and, with them and a cow properly at-
tended to, very little additional expense is
necessary to make a family comfortable. In
this country a great many neglect these
things and complain about poor living, just
for the want of a little attention. They have
girls and boys too, who could attend to
these matters.

I wish to speak in relation to imparting
the necessaries of life to the poor and the
needy. We do not furnish labor enough in
the winter season to those who depend
upon it for their daily bread. It seems to
me that the men who have the means 
do not make the improvements they
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