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mate their feelings. We see this, and it is
encouraging; and we see our prominent
men leading out and directing the minds
of those from the eastern and those from
the western world, and teaching them
never to do a wrong, never to do evil; and,
by example, to beautify themselves and
their places, and everything around them.
This is good, for in it we do no wrong; we
do not do anything by it to injure our feel-
ings or the feelings of others, nor to grieve
our spirits; but we do that which will in-
crease beauty and excellence among the
people. In this the Lord is well pleased. For
the sake of our children, for the sake of the
youth of our land, I am pleased, every time
I travel, to see this manifestation of respect
for the elders of Israel.

We wish to improve. I will ask a ques-
tion with regard to knowledge and wisdom
and understanding and all the blessings of
Heaven bestowed upon the people, and it
is this: Who are deserving of honor and
glory, who are deserving of a good name?
The man and the woman who seek to
know and understand the mind and will of
God and to carry it out in their lives, or
those who are slothful and who seek to live
by what they call faith alone? I think we
would decide that those who manifest by
their works that they seek to do the will of
the Lord are more acceptable before Him
than those who live by faith alone. I believe
the Latter-day Saints are the best people on
the earth of whom we have any knowledge.
Still, I believe that we are, in many things,
very negligent, slothful, and slow to obey the
words of the Lord. Many seem to act upon
the faith that God will sustain us instead of
our trying to sustain ourselves. We are
frightened at seeing the grasshoppers com-
ing and destroying our crops. We pray to the
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Lord and try to exercise faith that He may
remove these devouring insects. We got
along very well in the first part of the sea-
son, and our crops looked beautiful. But
how has it been for the last few days? I can
understand your feelings by my own. A
week ago yesterday I went through here on
my way to Provo, and everything looked
promising. Yesterday when I returned,
fields were stripped, young orchards were
stripped of the leaves, and the evidences of
destruction were to be seen around. Some
try to exercise faith and ask the Lord to re-
move this destructive power. I remember
saying in the School of the Prophets, that I
would rather the people would exercise a
little more sense and save means to provide
for themselves, instead of squandering it
away and asking the Lord to feed them. In
my reflections I have carried this matter a
considerable length. I have paid attention
to the counsel that has been given me. For
years past it has been sounded in my ears,
year after year, to lay up grain, so that we
might have an abundance in the day of
want. Perhaps the Lord would bring a par-
tial famine on us; perhaps a famine would
come upon our neighbors. I have been told
that He might bring just such a time as we
are now having. But suppose I had taken
no heed to this counsel, and had not re-
garded the coming time, what would have
been my condition today.

View the actions of the Latter-day Saints
on this matter, and their neglect of the coun-
sel given; and suppose the Lord would allow
these insects to destroy our crops this season
and the next, what would be the result? I can
see death, misery and want on the faces of
this people. But some may say, “I have faith
the Lord will turn them away.” What
ground have we to hope this? Have I any



