
tana, and we have sold it for next to noth-
ing, and now our bins are empty. Who 
is deserving of honor or glory from God? 
Those who have preserved their substance, 
or those who have wasted it? Those who 
have preserved it; for they know how 
to preserve those things which the Lord 
places in their hands. But some have had 
so much faith in the providences of God to 
feed them that they would sell their grain 
even if they got a mere nothing for it. I re-
member a time when some people almost 
cursed wheat, it was so plenty. Would 
the common laborers and mechanics take 
wheat for their pay? No. Would they save 
it? No. The Lord had given us large crops; 
would they build bins and store the grain 
away? No. But it was taken to the city and 
sold for anything it would bring. There 
was a time when my heart was pained at 
hearing wheat spoken of as it was; and I 
was afraid at seeing the manifestations of 
ill feeling which were exhibited by some of 
the brethren, principally among the me-
chanics, concerning grain.

We have seen one grasshopper war 
before this. Then we had two years of it. 
We are having two years now. Suppose 
we have good crops next year, the people 
will think less of this visitation than they 
do now; and still less the next year; until 
in four or five years it will be almost gone 
from their minds. We are capable of being 
perfectly independent of these insects. If 
we had thousands on thousands of bush-
els of wheat, rye, and barley, and corn we 
might have said to them, “You may go, we 
are not going to plant for you.” Then we 
could have plowed up the ground, put in 
the manure, and let the land rest, and the 
grasshoppers would not have destroyed 
the fruits of our labors which could have  
been directed to the beautifying of Zion

and making our habitations places of love-
liness.

Just as sure as the Lord lives we are going 
to see times when our neighbors around us 
will be in want. But some may say, here 
have ten years, twenty years, thirty years 
gone, and the sayings of Joseph and the 
Apostles have not all come to pass. If they 
have not all been fulfilled, they all will be 
fulfilled. When we saw the flaming sword 
unsheathed in the terrible war between 
the north and the south, we could see in 
it the fulfillment in part of the prophecies 
of Joseph. But when peace comes for a 
short time we forget all about it, like a per-
son who comes into the Church because 
of seeing a miracle. If he has professed an 
obedience to the gospel and a belief in its 
principles because he saw a miracle per-
formed, he would need another in a day or 
two to continue him in his belief; and he 
wants a repetition of miracles to keep him 
in the Church. Let peace continue for a few 
years, and the prediction of Joseph spoken 
of would be forgotten by all but a few. So 
it is with us, comparatively. Let crickets, 
or grasshoppers, or frosts, or anything else 
come and destroy our crops, and we feel it 
then; but just as soon as prosperity comes 
we forget what has happened.

Take the people and I am proud of 
them; but there is a feeling with them 
that they must not be counseled in their 
temporal matters. I call this a sectarian 
notion, for we will find yet that God is 
Dictator in everything. Take the case of 
the Children of Israel and the miracles that 
were wrought in their deliverance from the 
land of Egypt. The question arises, was it 
through their faith, or because of the prom-
ises which God had made to their fathers? 
The Lord sent Moses to Pharaoh, who 
wrought many miracles before him; and 
Pharaoh sent for his wise men, his astrol-
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