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Christ to be healed as they did in ancient
days, or has He not? If He has not we may
preach until doomsday, and our preaching
will not save us in the fullness of the glory
of the heavenly worlds. We may baptize,
and our baptisms will not be recorded in
the heavens. We may administer the sacra-
ment, but God will never receive the au-
thority by which it is administered, and it
will not be recorded in the behalf of the
individuals who received it from unauthor-
ized hands.

What testimony have we that there has
been no authority for many generations, or
from the days of the ancient apostles until
the present century? Have we any evidence
in relation to this matter? We are sorry
to say that we have so much that we are
obliged to believe that darkness has truly
reigned over the inhabitants of the earth,
and gross darkness has filled their minds.
We will present a little testimony before
this assembly, this afternoon, on this sub-
ject; but as it is a subject with which you
are well acquainted we need not dwell
upon it long.

One of the greatest evidences that can
be offered that authority to preach the gos-
pel and administer in its ordinances has
ceased from the days of the apostles down
to the present time, is that which is ac-
knowledged by the whole Christian world,
Catholic and Protestant, namely that the
days of revelation have ceased, that the
canon of Scripture is closed and full.

Now supposing we admit this, for the
sake of reasoning a little while on the
subject. Admit that after the apostles fell
asleep there was no further revelation, that
the canon of scripture was closed up at the
end of the first century of the Christian
era. If we admit this you see the dilemma
into which the whole world is plunged.
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No man can receive the priesthood and
authority to administer either in word, in
doctrine or in ordinances without new rev-
elation from Heaven. Shall I prove it? Let
me refer you to the testimony of Paul in
the epistle to the Hebrews, wherein he says
that no man taketh this honor to himself,
except he be called of God as was Aaron.
Turn over to the Book of Exodus, if you
wish to learn how Aaron was called. God,
in the first place, by His own voice, and
by the ministration of an angel, called His
servant Moses, raised him up as a great and
mighty prophet, gave him authority from
the heavens to administer in the name of
the Lord; and then gave him revelation and
commandment to call his brother Aaron.
God spoke to Moses, on that occasion, and
told him that his brother Aaron should
be a minister and that he should set apart
Aaron unto the Priesthood, and that he
should have power to go in and out before
the Children of Israel; and that he should
wear the breastplate, containing the Urim
and Thummim, so that he could enquire
in behalf of the Children of Israel, and
judge between man and man.

Was Aaron called in any other way but
by new revelation through the prophet
Moses? He was not. Can any man receive
the priesthood only by revelation? Can he
receive his calling in any way wherein God
does not communicate himself by new rev-
elation from Heaven? I answer no, no. No
man can assume the priesthood, and the
power thereof, and officiate therein, unless
he be called as this man of God was called
in the days of Moses.

Admit then that the canon of
scripture was closed when John the
Revelator received his gospel, after
he returned from the Isle of Patmos,
and that when the apostles passed
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